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Tonight os
up to | ast monthos
meeting (pictured a
Windows 7 meeting the month before (and
Win7 just released). Tonight we learn
about the freeware operating system,
LINUX, thanks to ICON members Amy
Cott and Joe Suda. LINUX is notjustan
OS for your computer. It serves as the ba-
sis for the internal workings of everything
from routers, to cell phones to all kinds of
peripheral devices connected to computers.
There is an army of die -hard programmers
and developers across the world creating
and improving the features for all these
devices. And all free!!

Switching subjects: on page 3, you will find
a listing of the offices in ICON for the De-
cember elections. Anyone interested in
helping to keep ICON running, please con-
sider running for office or, as important,
lending your efforts to any of the commit-

P tees listeds Virtually ALL are vacant(!)

leaving no choice for current officers but to
spend additional personal time so you can
enjoy the benefits
community. More of you have begun to

present at i chelpthisyearthanin any year prior, but,

F ¢ as you can readily see, ICON needs more
b cattention to be able to continue.

And speaking of the ICON community, our
Holiday Party Dinner will be held on Sat-
urday, December 12th (as listed in
oUpcoming Eventso i
page.) This really
more, the merrierd i
good company, with special
prizes and drawings. We
need to know in advance
how many people are com-
ing,. You can get details
and reserve seats for you
and your guests at the Wel-
come table.

Lastly, you
mi ss December 8s
Andy Gilbert, from PC Richard and Son,
returns to show us upcoming tech for 2010
available now for holiday gift -giving. There
will be special holiday door prizes and we
have a special holiday gift for each member
household. All in all, a lot to look for-

° 1\ard to.

- Ira Brickman, ICON President
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Photos........cccccovvvevimmmennd
About ICONL.......cccceeeeee 8....
SPONSOIS.....ovveeiiirieees e 8.

DISCLAIMER

" This newsletter is freely offered to everyone. It may be copied, duplicated and shared with others. The information that has

been placed into the newsletter has been obtained from many sources and cannot always be verified or tried on every type
of computer or operating system. As such, ICON PC User Group cannot be responsible for any adverse outcomes that may
result from information herein. Before applying any suggested changes, or installing recommended programs, you should
backup your computer system and verify the recommendations with the manufacturers of your system and its components.
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Lipo Batteries - Bursting With Energy

Important Safety Information!! - by Terri Neary (major contributions by Tom Cott)
Lithium  -ion polymer batteries , polymer lithium an overcharge without fear of causing damage to the
ion , or more commonly lithium polymer batteries cells.

(abbreviated Li -poly, Li -Pol, LiPo, LIP, PLI or LiP) are There are a few mandatory steps when using LIPO bat-
rechargeable batteries (secondary cell batteries). These teries.

are becoming advantageous to cell phone manufactur- 1. Use only battery chargers specifically designed for
ers since they can be designed in a multiple of sizes and the LIPO battery. Some cell phone chargers can
shapes to fit the devices as required. Li -poly batteries charge these batteries but this is highly discour-
are also gaining ground in PDAs and laptop computers. aged. Itis far better to purchase the correct

They can be found in small digital music devices such charger.

as iPods and other MP3 players as well as gaming
equipment like Sony's Playstation 3 wireless control-
lers. Lithium batteries have become the preferred
power source for most electronic manufacturers today.

2. Make sure the charger displays the correct cell (S#)
count for the battery you are charging. If it does
not indicate the correct number, discontinue the

charging.
A lithium -ion battery pack, Lilon , uses a liquid electro-

lyte solution just like Ni  -Cad and other common batter-
ies. A rigid container is necessary to hold this liquid.
each other. If they are not charge each tap sepa-

A lithium ion polymer battery back, LiPo, pack uses a tely t0 4.2 Volt that th | Check
ogelped polymer as the elect FATY Yo E VOREY oG eyarealll_eﬁulas Scol y -

. . the voltage on each cell after use to be sure they are

mer can take any shape and does not require a rigid ) .

. . all discharging equally. If they are not you have a
enclosure. LiPo battery packs have a much higher en- faul I and the batt hould be th "
ergy density than other battery packs because the cells aulty cell and the battery should be thrown out.
are not bound to cylindrical containers with dead space Taps are now on most lithium batteries. They
in between. allow you the option of charging each cell sepa-
rately. You need to make sure you get the cor-

batteries. They can EXPLODE. If not charged cor- rect connectors to go with your tap. Do not try
to charge more than one tap at a time. You can

rectly they are a hazard in the making. Unless you are ) .
possible short your batteries out totally. You

prepared to follow the safety requirements necessary to
shou.l d redferNto SO ud batter
ust ondt "bother “us-

charge or discharge them properly 7j i
. maker for the tap pin -outs.
ing them.

Before you charge the cells on a lithium battery
make sure that all the cells are within 0.1 volts of

However, there is a major problem with these

4. Current and voltage are the two variables that
must be determined when charging LiPo batteries.
The voltage should be set to the nominal voltage of
the LiPo battery pack. A 5000mAh 11.1V LiPo bat-
tery pack would be charged at 11.1V. The current

It is important to have a properly sized LiPo battery
back. LiPo battery packs are designed to deliver a set
amount of current. This value is determined by the C
rating of the battery. To determine how much current a
battery is rated for, simply multiply the C rating by the

. should never exceed a 1C charge rate . For ex-

capacity of the battery back.
ample, a 5000mAh 11.1V pack should be charged at

For example, a 5000mah LiPo battery pack with a 20C 5 Amps or less. Charging at lower rates down
rating can safely provide 20 x 5000mah = 100,000 mA to .77C could increase the life of the battery, al-
or 100 amps. Discharging a LiPo battery pack at higher though there is not conclusive evidence that | am
current than it is rated for is very dangerous. First you aware of to support this. For example, a .77C
cannot use the charger for the NiCad or NiMH batter- charge rate of a 5000mAh pack would be 3.85
ies. These chargers are NOT designed for the LIPO Amps. Most LiPo chargers automatically detect the

batteries nor are trickle chargers. They cannot accept voltage (or cell count) of the LiPo battery pack. It is

(continued on page 6)
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Speeding Up Shutting Down

Changing Some Numbers In The Registry Will Do It - by Ira Brickman
Waiting for Windows to shutdown can seem intolerably CurrentControlSet\Control\Session Manager\Memory
long, especially if you are trying to move on to the next Management
:hlngkyo_u r;r?ve to_dto in yourhfec.j Asgrt]tl:rnhs (t);t, afew The 0Keyo6 and new safe value is:
weaks in the registry can speed up that shutdown 1 ClearPageFileOnShutdown 0
dramatically.
I . S EEGELA, s
Note: The risk is yours. Changing the registry is not for the eGSR ViEAR FToTeEm e
faint of heart. It can lead to problems if done incorrectly. N v cassses oot [ e—— oo oo
Be careful to follow these directions exactly. e e e :
If you use Windows XP or Vista, only four changes in two W B vt Reoouom oo oo,
registry hive |l ocations are sopearance Sconnon reoe : know
what a ohived is? A simpler caors i i = d at
the end of this article. (b peske) | [y il )
Before you do anything, create a Restore Point! & vt :;:Ziiiiiﬂiﬁﬁﬁt reconom ool
Two of the four registry locations appear in Figure 1. o oo o
Three are located at: - eoun oaommer
HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Control Panel\Desktop sound Brorsromioctna RESDNORD  0oneeco 1)
The oO0Keysdé and their new safe values arq:fgurel
1 AutoEndTasks 1
9 HungAppTimeout 2000 (10 times faster) For the ICON members convenience, a Zip file with that
1 WaitToKillAppTimeout 5000 (4 times faster) has a .reg file in it is in the Files area of the Member
The | ast two keys can be as IY%h\9¥O nglglsjp %Oﬁ%ogdd‘b“r?z Lllt Eo yoturhdeeslgo& i s
. Create a Restore Point! Right click on the.reg file and
some risk of problems on slower computers. N .
o Select OMerge. 6 Answer any other
The other location is at: appear with o0Yesé or O0OK6. That &
HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SYSTEM\ necessary for a noticeably faster shutdown!! For more
info, search the Web for o0Speedu
1 T time for the following positions. Except as noted, all
Offlcer EIeCtlonS are currently vacant, with Board members taking on
The slate for, the el ect i onadgefrespenabjitiestykeeplCONTUBNNG:j c ot s hap-
pens yearly at the December general meeting. If you Program Chairman  .....cocccoeveeeeeeieeeeeeeeene Vacant
are interested in serving in one of the following offices,
please speak to someone on the Executive Board (one of  Public Information Coordinator ~ ................. Vacant
this yeards officers as noted belowg_:
Shows/Events Chairman  ..........cccceeeeen. Bob Sweet
Elected Officers: i )
Corporate Relations Chairman ~ ................... Vacant
President  ....ooooooiiiie e I ra Brickman i
Newsletter Editor; Photographer ~ ................. Vacant
Executive Vice President  ................ Randy Gilbert
WebMmMAaSLer ..o Vacant
Membership Vice President —  ................ Tom Engel
) APCUG REP oo Vacant
Secretary ..o Diane Fahlbusch . . .
Because they spend additional personal time taking on
TrEASUIET et Thea Blum  added responsibilities, we want to especially thank these
Board members: Randy Gilbert for creating the newsletter
Also on the Board: and taking photographs every month, Diane Fahlbush for
coordinating public information efforts and recording
Board Member At -Large .......cccccceeeeee Larry Cohen videos, and Ira Brickman for being the Webmaster of
Board Member Emeritus ~ ................ Charlie Wagner | CONGs Web site at:

. . ] http://www.iconpcug.org
In addition, we are seeking persons to volunteer their .
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The Guts and Glory of Your PC

Who Knew? Now You Will!! - by Larry Cohen

ARD is a powerful utility designed especially for detec-
tion of hardware, but also some more analysis. It's able
to identify a large scale of system components and sup-

If you want to know in meticulous detail absolutely eve-
rything about the inner workings of your computer then

these three utilities are f .

, ports the | atest technologies a
Belarc Advisor R . Co
[http://www.belarc.com/free_download.html ] oPC W ZARD is also an utility d

benchmark your computer system. It can analyze and
benchmark many kinds of hardware, such as CPU per-
formance, Cache performance, RAM performance, Hard

Disk performance, CD/DVD -ROM performance, Remov-
able/FLASH Media performance, Video performance,

MP3 compression performance. 0

This is the utility | turn to first to get the most complete
information on what's installed on my computer. It
scans your PC and generates a profile of everything in-
stalled on it, from your hardware to your software. [l
particularly found useful the available memory slots
when | needed to add memory.] Plus it informs you of
the status of your Virus Protection and Microsoft Secu- One caveat: Because PC Wizard burrows into the inner
rity updates. Below is a snapshot of a generated report. workings of your computer, it uses code that, in my
opinion, can be mistaken for malicious software by your
anti -virus program. ( Editors Note: Figures 4, 5, 6, and
7, showing PC Wizard 2009 in action, could not be in-
cluded due to space limitations. They depicted various
capabilities including display of protected files. To view
these images, and learn more about PC Wizard, please
visit the ware website at
http://www.cpuid.com/pcwizard.php )

And, if you download the portable version, you can oper-
ate it from a thumb drive!

MonitorApp

If you just want nice matter -of-fact readings of the vi-

tals of your computer, then MonitorApp
[http://www.desktopapps.co.uk/monitorApp.html ]

fits the bill. This transparent program that is placed on

Figure 18 The Opening Screen Of A Generated Report your desktop, supplies the salient features of your com-

puter. By right clicking one of
graphs are disabled a small block is added to the dis-

play so there's something tjo cl
ize the displayed items. They include:

A Belarc report also features:

9 Missing Microsoft Security Hotfixes (Clicking
details takes you to Micr

1 Machine ldentification
1 Software Versions with listed software. (Version 1 Processor Speed
number, manufacturer, and serial numbers.) fLog On Information (Whoo6s | o
1 And much, much more. 1 IP Address _
_ i 1 Network Information
Tip: Each report is an HTML Web page stored on your 1 Ram
hard drive that you view in a browser. If you save the URL  Ram Used
in your Favorites/Bookmarks, you can always re_turn tp fUptime (Computerds rhooti me w
analyze how your computer was set up at any given time. {1 Number of Processes Running
PC Wizard 2009 1 Battery Condition (Laptop)
Running a close second to Belarc is PC Wizard 2009. It f Drives usage as a percent
can be found at: 1 Time
http://www.cpuid.com/pcwizard.php . According to I CPU Usage as a Percent
their website i With any of these programs, you can now imagine

0Since 1996 PC WI ZARD i s a nyourself Sherlock P.C. Holmes and play detective with
system information programs on the market. PC WIZ- your computer!!
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