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System Cleaning Checklist

More Tips to Keep Your PC Healthy

As an addendum to the great tips we heard at the
ICON September Workshop, our friends at Tech Re-
public (http://techrepublic.com.com) have published a
timely blog entitled:

10 -point cleaning checklist for keeping
equipment healthy

Even if you support PCs in a spanking clean environ-
ment, your equipment will accumulate dust  -- the
arch-enemy of electronics. Of course, most environ-
ments fall well short of spanking clean. So while it
doesndt have the gl amour
pany from a crippling security breach, regularly
cleaning PC equipment plays a big part in preserving
your systems. The following list covers 10 best prac-
tices for keeping dust at bay and equipment function-

ing optimally.
1. Clean the exterior

Keeping the environment clean via regular dusting
and vacuuming will help reduce the amount of crud
that finds its way into your equipment. It's not

- reported by Randy Gilbert

Paperclips, staples, hair, and food can collect beneath
the keys, preventing them from working properly. The
keyboard can become unsightly and even send errone-
ous keystrokes if foreign particles become lodged be-
tween keys. Use a dust vacuum and the alcohol/water

solution to clean these dust - and dirt -collecting compo-

nents.

Mice can also get grungy in a hurry. Clean the exte-
rior and cord with cleaning wipes. For a rollerball
mouse, remove the ball and wipe it clean. You can use
an alcohol-dipped cotton swab to clean the rollers in-

from becoming sluggish and unresponsive, drag it
down and then across a sheet of white paper to rub the
accumulated dust and wax from the contact points on
the bottom.

4. Perform a periodic full system cleaning

Take the system apart and have a canister of canned
air available. Remove all dust and clean the external
and internal surfaces of the computer to get rid of dust

o fside tiseanpuse. Poprevere & laser @rgptiyabmouse ¢ 0 m-

enough -- but it's a start. Many experts also advise and any other particles. Dondt
that you keep equipment off the floor, where the dust ply and CPU fans, which are especially prone to accu-
is most likely to settle. mulating dust. If you do not have an electronics clean-
] ] ) ing product, you can make a simple solution of 1:1 rub-
Along with patrolling the environment, regularly bing alcohol and water for external surfaces. Be sure
clean the exterior of the PC case, cooling vents, and to unplug the electronic components when introducing
IO ports. You can use a dry cloth to dust the case, and a solution and allow it to dry fully. As always, when
a water -dampened cloth to wipe it clean. If the sur- working inside the case, make sure you dissipate
face has gotten sticky, go over it with a lint  -free cloth static electricity.
moistened with rubbing alcohol. For removing dust
and debris from the cooling vents and ports, a batter - 5. Runa CD -ROM/DVD cleaner
powered vacuum cleaner will come in handy. ) ) )
As with audio systems, CD -ROM/DVD drives can be
The monitor case will benefit from the same treat- cleaned with special kits and/or discs. This is espe-
ment: Dust and wipe it down as needed. And don't cially useful if you are in a dusty environment.
forget to remove dust buildup from the monitor vents. i ) ,
A battery -powered vac does the trick here, too. Clean the floppy drive with canned air
2. Clean the display device Okay, you may not run across too many floppy drives.
But when you do, a good blast of air can remove dust
Use a cleaner on the surface of the display unit to collections inside them. Use covers/panels if available
remove fingerprints, dust, and/or other imperfections to help keep dust out of the drives.
on the screen. Always spray the cleaner on a cloth to
clean a monitor rather then spraying cleaner dir?ctly 6. Run a cleaning t?f)e
on the screen. I f youdre eaning a LCD, wuse a prod-
uct designed for that pur poafyeursgstems hdve tagedrivesmashecleaning har d

on the screen.

3. Degunk the keyboard and mouse

tape through to keep the tape heads clean.

7. Keep it covered
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Use a keyboard, CPU, and monitor cover to keep dust

- reported by Randy Gilbert

ability to clean themselves. If yours do, clean the print

out of systems when not in use. If a system is used heads according to the manufac
only partly during the day and turned off most other _ _ .
times, plastic covers can keep dust and airborne par- 10. A little spit and polish
ticulate OUtS Just be carefL!I not to coverup a pqwered " Cleaning PCs may not be the most interesting or chal-
on system in a way that will block airflow, as this may ) , ) ,
cause thermal damage. lenging part of your job, but it can improve perform-
ance and stretch the life of your equipment. It's best to
8. Don't overlook the surge protector set up a schedule to clean all the systems on your net-
Most surge protectors lay forgotten on the floor. Dust work on a regular basis. This can translate into hap-
bunnies, popcorn, even paper clips congregate around pier, more productive users, fewer repairs and replace-
them. The dust that accumulates there could cause a ments, and less downtime.
fire. Disconnect the surge protector from the wall out- . : . .
let and blow it off bef gep ting the PC Printed with permission. Copyright © 2009 CNET
et and blow It oft betore reconnecting the Ft. Networks, Inc., a CBS Company. All rights reserved.
9 Cl the orint TechRepublic is a registered trademark of CNET Net-
- ~iean the printer works, Inc. For more downloads and a free TechRe-
Printers are often overlooked during PC cleaning time, public membership, please visit http:/
but they need a little bit of care as well. Obviously, techrepublic.com.com/2001  -6240-0.html
different klndsf of printers will need different kinds of A speC|aI thﬁnk you oes OL{[ to Dlane Fahlbusch 3
attention. You should referJhQNht L %h dth th i n-
structions before diving into the guts of the equip- onn e arry L.0nen an € many other )
ment. Laser printers should be blown out each time members that participated in o
the toner is replaced. Many printers come with the workshop!
Volunteering is the backbone of our organiza- Webmaster Ira Brickman
tion. We are grateful for the extra time put in by
this year's officers: APCUG Rep Vacant
President Ira Brickman
_ _ _ The ICON Members -Only Group On Yahoo
Vice President Randy Gilbert
Secretary Diane Fahlbusch v,y IcON membership includes access to ICON Mem-
Treasurer Terry Blum bers-Only Yahoo Group where you can ask questions,
view a calendar of upcoming meetings & workshops, get
Membership Chairman Tom Engel files (handouts, presentations, newsletters & more) and
correspond with other members. Also, ICON uses the
Board Member At -Large Larry Cohen Yahoo Group as its primary method of communication
Board Member Emeritus Charlie Wagner with its members about upcoming meetings, computer
shows, meeting cancellations, etc. Only members in good
Program Chairman Vacant standing have access to | CONGs
Public Information Coordinator Vacant  You were invited to the ICON Yahoo Group when you
first joined. A Yahoo screen name is required and easily
Shows/Events Chairman BobSweet obtained from Yahoo, if you| don
Corporate Relations Chairman vacant |fyou did not accept the invitation to join the Yahoo

Newsletter Editor; Photographer Randy Gilbert

Group before now, email your Yahoo screen name to our
Membership Chairman, Tom Engel. His email address is:
tengel@iconpcug.org.
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Going Green

Finding the Final Resting Place for Your old Computer

Okay, youdve made the i
new computer. You have taken the time and energy,
as well as some frustration, and moved all of your pro-
grams and information from the old to the new com-
puter. You have even re -formatted your hard drive
several times in order to make sure there is no per-
sonal data left on it. Now what do you do with it. You
actually have several options.

You can donate your computer or other elec-
tronics to someone directly through an online service
like www.freecycle.org. You sign up and post the
items as an offer, asking them to tell you when they
can pick it up. You will get emails back indicating
other people who could use what you have. No one
has any information on you until you respond to an
email. In your response you give them an address
they can pick the items up at.

www.hfhsuffolk.org - Habitat for Human-
ity ReStore (643 Middle Country Rd., Middle Island)
is another site that all
electronics. Habitat for Humanity of Suffolk is an in-
dependently operated affiliate of Habitat for Human-
ity International. They use a firm cal EcoPhones
which recycles cell phones and ink jet cartridges. Call
or emalil their office at lori@habitatsuffolk.org / (631)
924-4966 x 109 to get a shipping label. Call DHL for a
pickup and 100% of the proceeds from the recycling of
these items will benefit Habitat for Humanity of Suf-
folk.

(OJRVIAN

www.recycles.org/donate.php - connects
you to a donation form for an organization called RE-
CYCLES.ORG , which is a nationwide materials ex-
change network for computer, laptop, office & class-
room equipment, which accepts donations for recycling
and reuse to benefit the nonprofit sector.

Another method isusingthe Best Buy0:
tronic Recycling Program . Best Buy accepts most
consumer electronics including accessories such as
keyboards, mice, and remotes. They do not accept In-
ternal & External Computer Hard Drives, Console
televisions or TV's with screens larger than 32 inches,
There is a charge of $10.00 for TVs 32" and under,

CRTs, monitors and laptops which is offset by a $10.00
gift card. | am sure we can all find something to do
with a $10 gift card.

The New York State Commission on Qual-
ity of Care & Advocacy for Persons with Dis-

- by Terry Neary

abilities has a TRADE -IN EQUIPMENT EX-
CHANGE PROGRAM. This progr
connects people who have assistive devices they no
longer need with people with disabilities who could
use those devices. The program is available to New
York State residents only, and is free of charge. Any-
one who wishes to participate in the program must
first complete an application form. You can get addi-
tional information at 1 -800-624-4143 or email web-
master@cqcapd.state.ny.us . In this fashion you can
be reasonably sure that someone who really needs it
will get your used electronics, as well as any other
item people with disabilities might need.

Each town on Long Island has their
own method of recycling. They are all con-
cerned with the amount of electronic products
that end up in our landfills and toxic materi-
als in our waste stream. E -waste consists of
cell phones, stereos, copy machines, electronic
typewriters, pagers, printers, laptops, key-
boards, computer CPU®Ss
ot her electronic toys,
televisions, fax machines, calculators, DVD
pl ayers, VCRO6s, cordl
machines, radios, and all electronic peripher-
als.

e

NASSAU COUNTY

Hempstead : E-Cycling: All computers, computer
components, VCR and DVD players, televisions are
accepted for E-Cycling. The next day this year is Sat-
urday, October 24 th at Baldwin Park from 8 AM to 3
PM. They allow no businesses or commercial vehicles
are permitted. You can get more information at 516
378-2200.

North Hempstead : You are allowed to drop off your
electronic waste every Sunday from 7:30 Am to 3:30
PM without a fee at 999 West Shore Rd in Port Wash-
i ngton. You must have a
ticipate.

vV a

Oyster Bay : Their next S.T.O.P. Electronic Waste
day is Saturday October 17 t at the Town Hall South
on Hicksville Rd in Massapequa. You can also drop all
e-waste off at the Old Bethpage Solid Waste Disposal
Complex on Sweet Hollow Road in Bethpage.

am


http://www.freecylcle.org/
http://www.hfhsuffolk.org/
mailto:lori@habitatsuffolk.org
http://www.recycles.org/donate.php
mailto:webmaster@cqcapd.state.ny.us
mailto:webmaster@cqcapd.state.ny.us

VOLUME 19, ISSUE 10

THE ICON GRAPHIC PAGES

SUFFOLK COUNTY

Babylon : Drop off any e -waste weekdays from 8:00
AM to 2:30 PM. The residential recycling Center is
located on 57 Field Street, off of Edison Avenue, in
West Babylon.

Brookhaven : Drop off is Monday to Friday, 7AM to 4
PM, and Saturdays 8Am to noon at their Town Land-
fill on Horseblock Road in Yaphank.

Brookhaven: They have listed two dates for e -
cycling on their website : Oct 17th at William Floyd
High School, Mastic and Nov 21 st at Ward Melville
High School, East Setauket.

Huntington : Accepts e-waste at their Recycling Cen-
ter located at 641 New York Ave., Huntington from
Tuesday to Saturday 8 AM to 4 PM for information

call 631-427-6377.

Islip : Collects their e -waste every day Monday to Sat-
urday, 9 AM to 4 PM at the Animal Shelter on Denver
Avenue in Bayshore, and on Lincoln Ave in Holbrook
from 7AM to 2:45 PM Monday to Friday at their

Multi -purpose Recycling Plant.

Riverhead : Their next day is Saturday October 10 th
at their Highway Department facility on Osborn Ave-
nue in Riverhead from 8AM to 3 PM. For more infor-
mation they recommend you visit their website at

www.riverheadli.com

Smithtown The Townds
at 85 Old Northport Road, Kings Park (just east of Old
Commack Road) is open Tuesday through Saturday,
from 7:00 to AM11:45 AM and from 1:00 PM to 3:30
PM. Smithtown residents may also call the Parks De-
partment (631 -269-4548) for curbside pickup of com-
puters and monitors,

Southold : E-Waste is accepted at the Transfer Sta-
tion during normal business hours. The fee forE -
Waste is the same as other household rubbish.

Southampton : Accepts all e-waste during normal hours
of operation with a typical fee of $5.00 per item. Com-
puters are completely destroyed by a certified process. All
data residing or contained in such material is completely
destroyed and no portion of such material is resold forre -
use as a functioning component.

There are multiple ways to dispose of your
older computer materials. Ask around your neighbor-
hood now and you will probably find someone who
may be in need of what you want to dispose of. Even
with the low cost some systems are, there are some
people in this economy that cannot afford even that
much. Personally | just gave an old computer to a
young lady whose computer just died the final blue
screen of death for the last time.

Muni ci pal

Windows XP Run Line Commands (Abridged)
Source: commandwindows.com

Entry for Run Function

calc Opens calculator
cmd Opens command prompt window
explorer Opens Windows explorer
magnify Screen magnifier accessory
msconfig System Configuration Utility
mshearts Opens Hearts game
msinfo32 System Information applet
mspaint Opens graphics accessory Paint
notepad Notepad accessory
regedit Registry editor (use with caution!)
sol Opens Classical Solitaire game

devmgmt.msc Device Manager

dfrg.msc Disk Defragmenter

The Run Line in Vista

The Start menu in Vista has no Run line in its default
setting. Many of the functions of Run can be carried
out in the new Search function that is at the bottom of
the Vista Start menu but I still like to use Run some-
times. You can get Run back temporarily by using the
keyboard shortcut Windows key+R. To put Run per-
manently back in the Start menu :

1. Right -click on the Start menu and choose
"Properties”

2. Select the "Start Menu" tab and click on the
"Customize..." button

3. Check the "Run command" option

This is a partial listing of shortcuts we discussed in
the ICON September Workshop. A more complete list
is available for download on the ICON Yahoo! Discus-
sion Group, for ICON members only!

S ¢
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