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This Fall looks to be one where 

the name Microsoft will be every-

where.  Their latest OS, Windows 

7, will be released on October 

22nd.  Seven weeks in advance of 

that release, ICON is proud to 

welcome back Steve Lindsay, a 

Microsoft Product Manager, to 

give us a special preview of Win-

dows 7. 

Although some of our members have al-

ready installed the Release Candidate of 

Windows 7, I suspect most of us will have 

the òwait and seeó attitude of experi-

enced former early adopters.  This will be 

particularly true for people still using 

Windows XP.  Windows Vista is the only 

version that allows an òin-placeó upgrade 

that preserves your computer as -is.  As it 

stands now, even if you buy an 

òUpgradeó version of Windows 7, you will 

otherwise have to re -install your pro-

grams.  

But the òword on the streetó is that Win-

dows 7 is stable and desirable, particu-

larly for its improved features, many of 

which I am sure Steve is featuring in his 

presentation. If a significant number of 

members begin using Windows 7 soon, 

then you can expect one or more work-

shops on it next year. But you wonõt have 

to wait more than two weeks for a Win-

dows workshop.  On Friday, September 

25th , our Members -Only workshop will be 

on òWindows Tips & Tricks.ó  Although 

some of us are collecting up our tips & 

tricks, we urge all members to come to 

the workshop and bring their own tips to 

share. 

You will notice the inclusion of ICON 

Board meeting dates in the òUpcoming 

Eventsó on the left side of this page.  The 

Board wants our membership to know 

that Board meetings are open for mem-

bers to attend.  The Board recently for-

mulated and adopted a policy on the 

sales and merchandising of products that 

appears elsewhere in this issue. ICONõs 

primary mission is education and the 

policy is designed to preserve that mis-

sion and provide guidelines for fair and 

equal treatment to any guest or member.  

I want to extend my deep appreciation 

for all of you who are helping with ICON.  

Whether you help setup or breakdown at 

meetings or shows, staff our tables at 

computer shows or meetings, send email 

to media & members, take flyers to li-

braries, record video or photograph our 

meetings, write newsletter articles, pre-

sent programs, provide advice, or do the 

tedious tasks of recordkeeping, 

without your help, ICON could-

nõt be alive, well and the benefi-

cial community it has become.  

Again, thanks so very much.   

- Ira Brickman, ICON President  

Presidentõs  Message Upcoming Events  

¶ Members-Only Workshop 

Friday, September 25th: 

Windows Tips & Tricks 

¶ ICON Board Meeting: 

6:30pm Monday, September 

14th  

¶ Next General Meeting  

Friday, October 2nd: 

Fabulous Freeware 
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Moreover:  1) Authorization will NOT be given for 

widespread commercial activity on the ICON website 

or ICON Yahoo User Group during the year.  2) Elec-

tronic or other directories created by ICON User Group 

containing personal information CANNOT be used to 

spam or market goods or services to any member of the 

group.  

An application must be submitted to the Executive 

Board for approval with a detailed description of all 

products and services to be offered for sale at least 

one month before any proposed transaction. Further-

more, the merchandiser must observe all applicable 

municipal and state permit and sales tax require-

ments. 

ICON Sales Policy  
We are here to share our knowledge, not sell it!     - The ICON Executive Board  

ICON PC User Group  in no way, by action or ap-

pearance, sells items to its members on behalf of any 

other agent, or acts as an agent for any commercial 

entity.   We promote education. We share knowledge 

about technology.  

ICON PC User Group does not promote direct sales 

at its meetings (involving monetary transactions) by 

members or presenters.  

ICON PC User Group will NOT allow sales to be 

conducted on meeting premises.  For the convenience 

of its members, ICON PC User Group will allow lim-

ited sales to be conducted OFF premises in ways that 

are consistent with its mission, and appropriate for 

the needs of its members.   

òEddie Who?ó  Is this a flashback to attendance sheets for 

substitute teachers, back when it was socially unaccept-

able to curse a blue streak and people actually wore cloth-

ing over their underwear in public?  Manners seem to be 

dwindling at an alarming rate, especially when using 

email.  

We all know to identify ourselves to the person receiving 

the call or mail (US Post).  Itõs impossible not 

to with email systems.  We also know not to 

give out someoneõs telephone number or ad-

dress without asking first.  Yet why do we all 

receive òchainó emails, displaying every other 

senderõs information?  

The forward button is just too simple to use.  

Everything winds up in your inbox, including 

things you really donõt want.  Having some-

oneõs email address does not give one cart-

blanche to abuse it.  Think back to the days 

before emails.  People paid attention to the 

sensibilities of the others, and would certainly not repeat a 

crude story or joke to a friend who would find it offensive.  

Yet why does this happen with email?  Because three 

clicks and itõs done!  But start thinking of it in old-

fashioned terms.  To share a letter with someone, first go 

find a copy machine, pay 10¢ per page, put the copies into 

an envelope and mail it after affixing the postage.  If these 

steps would not be done now, then why is it being for-

warded?  

So maybe itõs not offensive, but is this someoneõs business 

email?  Too many people are sending personal messages 

Etiquette ð Email Courtesy             - by Diane Fahlbusch 

via work email, where they do not belong.  An email ad-

dress given out for any business -type reason should only 

be used for the purpose for which it was given. Memos 

are also being done to death.  Again, if it is too much 

trouble to write it out, copy it and manually distribute 

the papers, then it probably isnõt important enough to 

send in the first place.  

Also, are you certain the recipient is inter-

ested in that other personõs message?   And 

how about those included website links?  

Does the recipient know what it is about, or 

is there just give a cryptic, òCheck this out!ó  

Oh, and even better, how about You Tube 

links!  These take even longer, especially for 

me.  (Yup, Iõm still on dial up.) 

Whatõs the answer?  THINK before you 

click!  Is the recipient REALLY interested in 

the message, link or attachment?  ASK be-

fore sending it.  Include a description of 

what the message, attachment or link is.  The correct 

way to forward that other message is to copy and paste it 

to a new message so only YOUR information is in the 

header.  On the flip side, recipients also have a responsi-

bility to respond to legitimate messages.  

What do you do if your òfriendó wonõt stop, even after you 

have repeatedly told them to?  (I put it in quotes, because 

a friend would not continue to do this to you.)  Block the 

email address.  Youõll have less un-stuffing of your inbox 

to do. 
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10 Things You Should Know about...  
Moving From Windows XP to Windows 7  

Our friends at Tech Republic have published a timely 

article on their blog. Reprinted with permission.  

 

Jumping from Windows XP to Windows 7 will require 

some specialized knowledge. Greg Shultz offers advice 

specifically for those taking this route.  

 

If you skipped Windows Vista and stuck with Windows 

XP, chances are good that you are now seriously con-

sidering moving to Windows 7 after itõs released on Oc-

tober 22. If so, there is much for you to do. Not only 

should you begin planning for your operating system 

migration, but you should begin learning as much as 

you can about Windows 7. Here are 10 things you can 

do to get ready for the switch.  

1: Check your hardware  

Windows 7 was designed to be lean in terms of hard-

ware, so that it will be able to function satisfactorily on 

sub-powered netbooks. If youõre running Windows XP 

on a computer manufactured within the last three or 

four years, chances are good that Windows 7 will run 

fine on your system. However, you can make sure that 

your hardware is compatible by running Microsoftõs 

Windows 7 Upgrade Advisor . http://

technet.microsoft.com/en -us/library/bb977556.aspx?

ca=NOT&su=DSKTP&sa=MAP&ct=WEBS&cn=TNET

WEBS&au=ITPRO&go=MAPTN&dt=02132009   

The Windows 7 Upgrade Advisor will perform a de-

tailed scan of your entire system, checking hardware, 

programs, and peripheral devices. Once the scan is 

complete, the Upgrade Advisor will display a report 

telling you whether your system meets the hardware 

requirements and idenfying are any known compatibil-

ity issues with your programs and devices. If it finds 

problems, the Upgrade Advisor will provide sugges-

tions you can use to better analyze your upgrade op-

tions to Windows 7.  

You can download the Windows 7 Upgrade Advisor 

from the Microsoft Download Center . 

http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?displ

aylang=en&FamilyID=1b544e90 -7659-4bd9-9e51-

2497c146af15#tm  At the time of this writing, this tool 

is listed as being a Beta version. However, running it 

now will give you a good idea of what you will be facing 

as you prepare for your upgrade.  

If youõre planning a much bigger Windows XP to Win-

dows 7 migration, youõll want to investigate the Micro-

soft Assessment and Planning Toolkit . 

http://technet.microsoft.com/en -

us/library/bb977556.aspx?ca=NOT&su=DSKTP&sa=M

AP&ct=WEBS&cn=TNETWEBS&au=ITPRO&go=MAP

TN&dt=02132009   This free toolkit, which runs across 

the network without having to install software on cli-

ent systems, will allow you to investigate systems and 

compile reports on hardware and device compatibility.  

2: Understand the Custom Install  

If youõre running Windows XP on your computer and 

you want to use Windows 7 on that same computer, 

youõll purchase an Upgrade license package of Windows 

7. However, you wonõt be able to perform an in-place 

upgrade. In other words, you wonõt be able to upgrade 

to Windows 7 on top of XP and keep all your applica-

tions and settings òin place.ó Instead, youõll have to per-

form a Custom Install, which Microsoft describes as 

follows:  

A custom (clean) installation gives you the option to 

either completely replace your current operating sys-

tem or install Windows on a specific drive or partition 

that you select. You can also perform a custom installa-

tion if your computer does not have an operating sys-

tem, or if you want to set up a multiboot system on 

your computer.  

When you completely replace Windows XP, the instal-

lation procedure will not totally obliterate it. In fact, 

the installation procedure will create a folder on the 

hard disk called Windows.old and will place the Win-

dows, Documents And Settings, and Program Files 

folders from your Windows XP installation in it. Your 

data files will be safe and accessible, but your applica-

tions will not be viable. (Even though the Custom In-

stall saves your data in the Windows.old folder, you 

will want to have a separate backup on hand just in 

case! 

http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/get/upgrade-advisor.aspx
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/bb977556.aspx?ca=NOT&su=DSKTP&sa=MAP&ct=WEBS&cn=TNETWEBS&au=ITPRO&go=MAPTN&dt=02132009
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/bb977556.aspx?ca=NOT&su=DSKTP&sa=MAP&ct=WEBS&cn=TNETWEBS&au=ITPRO&go=MAPTN&dt=02132009
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/bb977556.aspx?ca=NOT&su=DSKTP&sa=MAP&ct=WEBS&cn=TNETWEBS&au=ITPRO&go=MAPTN&dt=02132009
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/bb977556.aspx?ca=NOT&su=DSKTP&sa=MAP&ct=WEBS&cn=TNETWEBS&au=ITPRO&go=MAPTN&dt=02132009
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?displaylang=en&FamilyID=1b544e90-7659-4bd9-9e51-2497c146af15#tm
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?displaylang=en&FamilyID=1b544e90-7659-4bd9-9e51-2497c146af15#tm
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?displaylang=en&FamilyID=1b544e90-7659-4bd9-9e51-2497c146af15#tm
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?displaylang=en&FamilyID=1b544e90-7659-4bd9-9e51-2497c146af15#tm
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?displaylang=en&FamilyID=1b544e90-7659-4bd9-9e51-2497c146af15#tm
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/bb977556.aspx?ca=NOT&su=DSKTP&sa=MAP&ct=WEBS&cn=TNETWEBS&au=ITPRO&go=MAPTN&dt=02132009
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/bb977556.aspx?ca=NOT&su=DSKTP&sa=MAP&ct=WEBS&cn=TNETWEBS&au=ITPRO&go=MAPTN&dt=02132009
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/bb977556.aspx?ca=NOT&su=DSKTP&sa=MAP&ct=WEBS&cn=TNETWEBS&au=ITPRO&go=MAPTN&dt=02132009
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/bb977556.aspx?ca=NOT&su=DSKTP&sa=MAP&ct=WEBS&cn=TNETWEBS&au=ITPRO&go=MAPTN&dt=02132009
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/bb977556.aspx?ca=NOT&su=DSKTP&sa=MAP&ct=WEBS&cn=TNETWEBS&au=ITPRO&go=MAPTN&dt=02132009
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/bb977556.aspx?ca=NOT&su=DSKTP&sa=MAP&ct=WEBS&cn=TNETWEBS&au=ITPRO&go=MAPTN&dt=02132009


 

 

Regardless of whether you choose to completely re-

place Windows XP or set up a multiboot system, you 

are going to have to back up and transfer all of your 

data, reinstall all of your applications, and reconfigure 

all of your settings.  

3: Consider a setting up a multiboot configu-

ration  

When pondering a Custom Install, you should con-

sider setting up a multiboot configuration. That will 

place both Windows XP and Windows 7 at your dis-

posal, which will be a big advantage as you begin mi-

grating your settings, documents, and applications. 

More specifically, you can boot into Windows XP to 

check out how something is set up and then boot into 

Windows 7 to re -create the same configuration. Once 

you have everything in Windows 7 exactly the way you 

had it in Windows XP, you can remove the multiboot 

configuration set Windows 7 as the primary OS and 

then remove Windows XP.  

To be able to perform this type of switch, both XP and 

7 must be installed on the same hard disk but on sepa-

rate partitions. (If you install Windows 7 on a second 

hard disk, the boot partition will exist on the first 

hard disk, so you wonõt be able to remove that drive 

once youõre ready to get rid of XP.) As a result, youõll 

need to repartition your hard disk to make room for 

Windows 7. To repartition your hard disk without de-

stroying data, you can take advantage of partition 

management software, such as Norton PartitionMagic 

8.0, which retails for about $70, or Easeus Partition 

Manager Home Edition 4.0.1 , which is available for 

free and earned a 4.5 star rating in a recent CNET 

editorsõ review. 

4: Plan your backup and restore strategy  

Before you move from one operating system to an-

other, youõll want to back up all your data ñ at least 

once and maybe twice, just in case. While it may 

sound like overkill, having an extra backup will give 

you peace of mind.  

If youõre using a third-party backup program, you will  

Moving from Windows XP to Windows 7  

((continued from page 3)  
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need to check the manufacturerõs Web site to see whether 

the program will be upgraded to work in Windows 7. If 

you arenõt using a third-party backup program, youõre 

probably using Windows XPõs native Backup Utility. As 

you may have heard, the file format used for this tool isnõt 

compatible with Windows Vistaõs Backup And Restore 

Center. To provide for that, Microsoft released a special 

version of the XP Backup Utility, called the Windows NT 

Backup - Restore Utility. Itõs designed specifically for re-

storing backups made on Windows XP to computers run-

ning Windows Vista. While I was unable to get official 

confirmation, it is a safe bet that this special version will 

work in Windows 7 or will be adapted to do so.  

If you arenõt willing to take that bet or you are not sure 

whether your third -party backup program will be up-

graded to work in Windows 7, you can simply make copies 

of all your data files on CD/DVD or on an external hard 

disk.  

5: Plan your data transfer strategy  

To move from one operating system to another, youõll 

probably want to use a transfer program that will scan 

your XP system, pull out all your data and settings, and 

then transfer them to Windows 7. Fortunately, the Win-

dows 7 Easy Transfer utility can provide this service for 

you. However, before you perform this transfer operation, 

it will be in your best interest to have a separate back up 

copy of your data (see #4). 

The new operating system will come with two copies of 

the Windows 7 Easy Transfer. One copy will be on the 

DVD and the other will be installed with the operating 

system. Before you install Windows 7, you will run Win-

dows 7 Easy Transfer from the DVD and back up all your 

files and settings. Then, once you have Windows 7 in-

stalled, youõll use it to move all your files and settings to 

the new operating system. You can learn more about the 

Windows 7 Easy Transfer by reading the article Step-by-

Step: Windows 7 Upgrade and Migration  

http://technet.microsoft.com/en -

us/library/dd446674%28WS.10%29.aspx  on the Microsoft 

TechNet site.  

http://www.symantec.com/norton/partitionmagic
http://www.symantec.com/norton/partitionmagic
http://download.cnet.com/Easeus-Partition-Manager-Home-Edition/3000-2248_4-10863346.html?tag=mncol
http://download.cnet.com/Easeus-Partition-Manager-Home-Edition/3000-2248_4-10863346.html?tag=mncol
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/dd446674%28WS.10%29.aspx
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/dd446674%28WS.10%29.aspx
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/dd446674%28WS.10%29.aspx
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/dd446674%28WS.10%29.aspx
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The ICON Members -Only Group On Yahoo  

Your ICON membership includes access to ICON Members-Only Yahoo 
Group where you can ask questions, view a calendar of upcoming meet-
ings & workshops, get files (handouts, presentations, newsletters & more) 
and correspond with other members.  Also, ICON uses the Yahoo Group as 
its primary method of communication with its members about upcoming 
meetings, computer shows, meeting cancellations, etc. Only members in 
ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ L/hbΩǎ ¸ŀƘƻƻ DǊƻǳǇ 

You were invited to the ICON Yahoo Group when you first joined. A Yahoo 
ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ¸ŀƘƻƻΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭπ
ready have one. 

If you did not accept the invitation to join the Yahoo Group before now, 
email your Yahoo screen name to our Membership Chairman, Tom Engel. 
His email address is: tengel@iconpcug.org. 

Moving from Windows XP to Windows 7  
((continued from page 4)  

6: Inventory your applications and gather 

your CDs  

Since you wonõt be able to perform an in-place upgrade 

when you move from Windows XP to Windows 7, youõll 

have to reinstall all your applications that passed the 

Windows 7 Upgrade Advisor compatibility tests (see 

#1). It will be helpful to have an inventory of all the 

installed applications so that you can track down all 

your CDs or compile a list of Web sites for those appli-

cations you downloaded.  

While the report generated by the Upgrade Advisor 

will be helpful as you create an inventory, it wonõt 

be comprehensive. To create a detailed inventory, 

you can use something like the Belarc Advisor. For 

more details, see the article Gather detailed system 

information with Belarc Advisor . http://

articles.techrepublic.com.com/5100 -10878_11-

6177700.html   

7: Become familiar with the new UI  

The UI in Windows 7 is quite different from the UI in 

Windows XP, and it offers a lot of new features. As a 

result, you may encounter what I call òUI Shock.ó 

Youõll know what you want to do, but youõll experience 

a momentary lapse of composure as you strive to adapt 

what you know about XPõs UI to what youõre seeing 

and experiencing in Windows 7.  

To ease the level of UI shock, youõll want to become 

as familiar as possible with the features of the new 

Windows 7 UI. One starting point is Microsoftõs 

Windows 7 page. http://www.microsoft.com/

windows/windows -7/features/whats -new.aspx 

While a lot of the content here is essentially mar-

keting related, it will give you a good idea of what 

to look for when you actually move into the Win-

dows 7 operating system.  

To help you get right to the good stuff, check out:  

The Windows 7 features section , http://

windows.microsoft.com/en -us/windows7/products/

features   where youõll find a host of short videos and 

descriptions.  

The Windows 7 Help & How -to section , 

http://windows.microsoft.com/en -US/windows7/help   

where youõll find a whole slew of step-by-step articles 

that show you how get around in Windows 7. Be sure to 

check out the section on installing Windows.  

Youõll also find useful information on the Windows Train-

ing Portal  

http://www.microsoft.com/learning/en/us/training/window

s.aspx#elearning  on the Microsoft Learning site. Be sure 

to check out:  

The Windows 7 Learning Snacks , 

http://www.microsoft.com/learning/en/us/training/format -

learning -snacks.aspx#win7  which are short, interactive 

presentations. Each Snack is delivered via animations 

and recorded demos using Microsoft Silverlight.  

The Microsoft Press sample chapters from upcoming Win-

dows 7 books. http://www.microsoft.com/learning/en/us/

training/windows.aspx#books   Viewing the free chapters 

requires registration, but it is a short procedure. Once 

youõre registered, you can access sample chapters from 

Windows 7 Inside Out, Windows 7 Resource Kit, Windows 

7 Step by Step, and Windows 7 for Developers.  

 

8: Check for XP Mode support  

If you discover that some of the applications youõre cur-

rently running in Windows XP are not compatible with 

Windows 7 (see #1) or you just want to keep Windows XP 

accessible, donõt forget about Windows XP Mode. This 

virtual environment includes a free, fully licensed, ready -

to-run copy of Windows XP with SP3 that runs under 

Windows Virtual PC in Windows 7.  

As you consider the Windows XP Mode, keep these things 

: 

http://articles.techrepublic.com.com/5100-10878_11-6177700.html
http://articles.techrepublic.com.com/5100-10878_11-6177700.html
http://articles.techrepublic.com.com/5100-10878_11-6177700.html
http://articles.techrepublic.com.com/5100-10878_11-6177700.html
http://articles.techrepublic.com.com/5100-10878_11-6177700.html
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/features/whats-new.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/features/whats-new.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/features/whats-new.aspx
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-us/windows7/products/features
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-us/windows7/products/features
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-us/windows7/products/features
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-us/windows7/products/features
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows7/help
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows7/help
http://www.microsoft.com/learning/en/us/training/windows.aspx#elearning
http://www.microsoft.com/learning/en/us/training/windows.aspx#elearning
http://www.microsoft.com/learning/en/us/training/windows.aspx#elearning
http://www.microsoft.com/learning/en/us/training/windows.aspx#elearning
http://www.microsoft.com/learning/en/us/training/format-learning-snacks.aspx#win7
http://www.microsoft.com/learning/en/us/training/format-learning-snacks.aspx#win7
http://www.microsoft.com/learning/en/us/training/format-learning-snacks.aspx#win7
http://www.microsoft.com/learning/en/us/training/windows.aspx#books
http://www.microsoft.com/learning/en/us/training/windows.aspx#books
http://www.microsoft.com/learning/en/us/training/windows.aspx#books
http://www.microsoft.com/learning/en/us/training/windows.aspx#books


 

 

Andy Gilbert and P.C. Richard & Son Shine for ICON Again!  

Special thanks to Andy Gilbert  

and P. C. Richard & Son for 

presenting last monthõs òBack 

to School Technology Prod-

ucts ó meeting. ICON  members 

and guests in attendance were 

treated to information and dem-

onstrations of the latest in net-

books, notebooks, computer and 

communications products. Sev-

eral lucky members won excit-

ing and valuable prizes, also donated to ICON by P.C. Richard 

& Son, Inc ., as well as their vendors, such as HP , CA , Canon , 

Brother , WD , and more. Pictures of the happy winners appear on 

the next page. Congratulations to all, especially our elated net-

book computer winner, Marty Rosa!  
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Moving from Windows XP to Windows 7  
((continued from page 5)  

in mind:                                       (continued on page 6)  

Windows XP Mode is available only in Windows 7 Professional, Enterprise, and Ultimate editions.  

Your computer must support processor -based virtualization.  

You can learn more about Windows XP Mode from the following TechRepublic resources:  

Determine if your hardware can support Windows XP Mode in Windows 7  http://blogs.techrepublic.com.com/

window -on-windows/?p=1278  

Hands on: Windows 7 XP Mode  http://content.techrepublic.com.com/2346 -10877_11-294091-1.html   

10 reasons why Windows 7õs XP Mode is a big deal http://blogs.techrepublic.com.com/10things/?p=926   

9: Ask questions  

You arenõt the only one making the move from Windows XP to Windows 7, so ask questions and share information 

you pick up along the way. Of course, you can use the TechRepublic discussion forums. But you should cast a 

wider net.  

One good place to connect with Microsoft experts is the Getting Ready for Windows 7  

http://answers.microsoft.com/en -us/dd658003.aspx section of the Microsoft Answers site. Another good place is in 

the Windows 7 forums in the Windows Client TechCenter  

http://social.technet.microsoft.com/Forums/en/category/w7itpro,windowsvistaitpro,windowsxpitpro/  on the Micro-

soft TechNet site.  

10: Subscribe to the Windows Vista and Windows 7 Report  

TechRepublicõs free Windows Vista and Windows 7 Report newsletter, which is delivered every Friday, offers tips, 

news, and scuttlebutt on Windows 7. As we count down to October 22, the day that Windows 7 is to be released to 

the general public, we will be covering topics of interest to Windows XP users in more detail. You can sign up on 

the TechRepublic newsletters page . http://nl.com.com/acct_mgmt.sc?brand=techrepublic   
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