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Upcoming Events

Member€nly Workshop
Friday, August 21st: Video

Editing Part Two

Next General Meeting
Friday, September 11th:

Microsoft Windows 7

MarketPro Computer Sh
Sunday, Augastrd at the

Islandia Marriott 9:30a4p
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M'essage

ICON is again pleased to welcome

DWANdy Gilbert to our August meeting.
Despite his busy sched-
ule at an expanding PC
Richard and Son, Andy

ICON is a member of the
apcuq
Association of Personal
Computer User Groups

continues to provide us
with information about

the latest in computers
and tech.
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The history
the past 30 years has proven that, even
though a given computer can be used
for a decade or more, you must upgrade
to keep up with new uses and system
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requirements. Fifteen years ago, our
upgraded Pentium machines had newer
instruction sets with new, faster capa-
bilities. But no one felt they HAD to

buy a new computer because software
e Drodiathfners had yet to create new
uses for our computers.

We are again coming into one of those
times so significant that a new com-

puter means more than a simple up-
grade. I ntel ds newe
much thinner and cooler with new ca-
pabilities and instruction sets that

mean more than improved speed and

reliability. Mainboards can hold more
than the 4Gb of RAWV

ited to in recent years. But to use more
than 3Gb of that memory, we have to
leave our 32-bit Windows and use 64 -bit
versions. New notebooks and desktops
now only come with 64 -bit versions Win-
dows (Vista.)

The newest little netbooks now come
with Vista, very thin LED backlit

screens, faster wireless 802.11n and can
operate for 10 hours on a single charge.
By next year, those changes will be on all
types of computers along with higher
resolution screens, the ten -fold faster
USB 3.0, larger, faster solid state hard
drives and 64 -bit Windows 7.

What will we be able to do with these

new technologies? In 1995, as the Inter-
net was first being
puter users with telephone modems, no
one imagined keeping their photos, music
and videos on a o0hi gh
computer with 64 Mb of mem-
ory and a 160Mb hard drive.
Our crystal balls today are
equally fuzzy, but new uses are
on the horizon and ICON wiill
keep all of its members up -to-
date.

o

- Ira Brickman, ICON President

DISCLAIMER

This newsletter is freely offered to everyone. It may be copied, duplicated and shared with others. The information that has
been placed into the newsletter has been obtained from many sources and cannot always be verified or tried on every type of
computer or operating system. As such, ICON PC User Group cannot be responsible for any adverse outcomes that may
result from information herein. Before applying any suggested changes, or installing recommended programs, you should

backup your computer system and verify the recommendations with the manufacturers of your system and its components.
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|dentity, and Not the Theft Kind
by Larry Cohen

At our last meeting, Neil Rosenberg mentioned that

you are able to identify the hardware on your com-

puter if you can find the FCC code and then use

Googl eds search box to discover the manufacturer. I
this article, | will discuss two  free programs that

identify specific components on your computer and an

additional two that identifies any foreign language

you may encounter. As an added bonus, | will include

a superb free program that will translate the foreign

language that you determined using
the above programs. (Would | leave
you unfulfilled?)

DVD Identifier

Have you ever bought an unknown
brand DVD disk and wondered who
manufactured it? Or you want to make
sure a major manufacturer actually
manufactured its DVD disk. Then 6DVD I denti -

f i ehttpd/dvd.identifier.cdfreaks.com/ ) is for you. It Figure2 & DVD Identifier Showing Write Speeds
also discloses what speeds a given disk can be re-

corded at. For exampl e, I bUnkmivin Devicé ldéntiflief 6 Wi nDat ad
DVD/IR-6 from MicroCenter. Using DVD I dentifier |

was able to tell that it was manufactured by Mitsubi-

shi. See Figures 1 and 2 below for the results: According to the oUnknown

http://www.zhangduo.com/
unknowndeviceidentifier.html AfoUnknown
-15lx|  |dentifier enables you to identify the yellow question

DVD Identifier - Your DVD, HD DVD & Blu-r:
Disc Options On-Line Help

I Drive Selecton And Drive Wite Capabilt mark labeled Unknown Devices in Device Manager. It
e T R =l =2l reports to you a detailed summary for the manufac-
R t [®] DvD+R [®] D¥D+RW [®]pvp-R [®] pvD-RWw ) )
o = e S DD = D turer name, OEM name, device type, device model and
[~ Disc Identification . H
T T T e e even the exact name of the l_Jnknown devices. With the
Unique Disc Identifier :  [DVD-RMCC 03RG20 ] @ collected information, you might contact your hard-
Disc & Book Type : [DVD-R] - [DVD-R] Ldentify ware manufacturer for support or search the Internet
Manufacturer Name : [Mitsubishi Chernical Corp. ] . . . . . .
Manufacturer 1D : [McC 03RG20 ] = for the corresponding driver with a simple click. With
Blank Disc Capacity : [2,298,496 Sectors = 4.71 GB (4.38 GiB)] cﬁpsj":'ard thls U'[I|Ity, you mlght |mmed|ate|y Convert your unl_
dentified unknown devices into identified known de-
i vices and find proper driver on the Internet and con-
it tact the hardware device manufacturer or vender.
(AN IRy Known devices recognized by Microsoft Windows
Status | prive Capabilities On This Disc... | 'Media Code’-Block... | . .
175510 DVD Ideriiier v5.0.0 =| will also be analyzed independent of the operat-
a nitializ;f\vgeD:veerI;\Ezrfaiie[:suto-Serl‘e;at ?zPIfSF'TI] . 6 E h . d d d
e G ing system. [Ed. Emphasis added. ]
0] ManuFacturer Database [25-JAN-09@911$100] Loaded From File : (@911$100) Entries Found
0] Internet Yersion Chegk Has Been Disabled BY The Llserr B
T O Unfortunately, | cannot vouch for the accuracy of
Z ADIP Read Method 1 Completed Without Errors a . . .
] Disc Identification Completed Successfully oUnknown Devi ce Il denti fi e
4] E:D—R/TRW di . d. Starting il i ~ .
7%Lpp‘?iigﬂ"&:;;e’izi'ﬁxfh'w:E,md,s a5 no O6yellow question marks
Disc Identification Completed Successfully . . e
ever, Figure 3 does show Unknown Device Identifier
in Action.
|

Submit your Newsletter articles or pictures to:

Figure 1 & DVD Identifier, identifying a DVD Disk Editor@iconpcug.org. Deadlines posted via Yahoo group.
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