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Long Islandõs Largest PC Computer & Technology User Group 

ICON is again pleased to welcome 

Andy Gilbert to our August meeting.  

Despite his busy sched-

ule at an expanding PC 

Richard and Son, Andy 

continues to provide us 

with information about 

the latest in computers 

and tech.  

The history of PCõs over 

the past 30 years has proven that, even 

though a given computer can be used 

for a decade or more, you must upgrade 

to keep up with new uses and system 

requirements.  Fifteen years ago, our 

upgraded Pentium machines had newer 

instruction sets with new, faster capa-

bilities.  But no one felt they HAD to 

buy a new computer because software 

programmers had yet to create new 

uses for our computers.  

We are again coming into one of those 

times so significant that a new com-

puter means more than a simple up-

grade. Intelõs newest i7 CPUõs are 

much thinner and cooler with new ca-

pabilities and instruction sets that 

mean more than improved speed and 

reliability.  Mainboards can hold more 

than the 4Gb of RAM weõve been lim-

ited to in recent years.  But to use more 

than 3Gb of that memory, we have to 

leave our 32 -bit Windows and use 64 -bit 

versions. New notebooks and desktops 

now only come with 64 -bit versions Win-

dows (Vista.)  

The newest little netbooks now come 

with Vista, very thin LED backlit 

screens, faster wireless 802.11n and can 

operate for 10 hours on a single charge.  

By next year, those changes will be on all 

types of computers along with higher 

resolution screens, the ten -fold faster 

USB 3.0, larger, faster solid state hard 

drives and 64 -bit Windows 7.  

What will we be able to do with these 

new technologies?  In 1995, as the Inter-

net was first being òdiscoveredó by com-

puter users with telephone modems, no 

one imagined keeping their photos, music 

and videos on a òhigh endó Windows 95 

computer with 64 Mb of mem-

ory and a 160Mb hard drive.  

Our crystal balls today are 

equally fuzzy, but new uses are 

on the horizon and ICON will 

keep all of its members up -to-

date. 

 - Ira Brickman, ICON President  

Presidentõs Message 

Upcoming Events  

¶ Members-Only Workshop 

Friday, August 21st: Video 

Editing  Part Two 

¶ Next General Meeting  
Friday, September 11th: 

Microsoft Windows 7 

¶ MarketPro Computer Show: 

Sunday, August 23rd at the 

Islandia Marriott  9:30a - 4p 
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Figure2 ð DVD Identifier Showing  Write Speeds  

Unknown Device Identifier  
 

According to the ôUnknown Device Identifierõ website  

http://www.zhangduo.com/

unknowndeviceidentifier.html   ñòUnknown Device 

Identifier enables you to identify the yellow question 

mark labeled Unknown Devices in Device Manager. It 

reports to you a detailed summary for the manufac-

turer name, OEM name, device type, device model and 

even the exact name of the unknown devices. With the 

collected information, you might contact your hard-

ware manufacturer for support or search the Internet 

for the corresponding driver with a simple click. With 

this utility, you might immediately convert your uni-

dentified unknown devices into identified known de-

vices and find proper driver on the Internet and con-

tact the hardware device manufacturer or vender. 

Known devices recognized by Microsoft Windows 

will also be analyzed independent of the operat-

ing system.  [Ed. ð Emphasis added.]ó 

Unfortunately, I cannot vouch for the accuracy of 

ôUnknown Device Identifierõ because my system had 

no ôyellow question marksõ in Device Manager. How-

ever, Figure 3 does show Unknown Device Identifier 

in Action.  

Submit your Newsletter articles or pictures to:  

Editor@iconpcug.org. Deadlines posted via Yahoo group.  

Identity, and Not the Theft Kind  
                                                                                                                            by Larry Cohen  

 At our last meeting, Neil Rosenberg mentioned that 

you are able to identify the hardware on your com-

puter if you can find the FCC code and then use 

Googleõs search box to discover the manufacturer. In 

this article, I will discuss two free programs that 

identify specific components on your computer and an 

additional two that identifies any foreign language 

you may encounter. As an added bonus, I will include 

a superb free program that will translate the foreign 

language that you determined using 

the above programs. (Would I leave 

you unfulfilled?)  

DVD Identifier  
Have you ever bought an unknown 

brand DVD disk and wondered who 

manufactured it? Or you want to make 

sure a major manufacturer actually 

manufactured its DVD disk. Then ôDVD Identi-

fierõ (http://dvd.identifier.cdfreaks.com/ ) is for you. It 

also discloses what speeds a given disk can be re-

corded at. For example, I bought a hub of ôWinDataõ 

DVD/R -ô from MicroCenter. Using DVD Identifier I 

was able to tell that it was manufactured by Mitsubi-

shi. See Figures 1 and 2 below for the results:  

 Figure 1 ð DVD Identifier, identifying a DVD Disk  
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