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The fair weather months of summer 

generally mean more socializing and, 

until recently, less computer use than 

other times of the year.  But social net-

working and new, smaller portable 

computers have changed all that.  

As recently as 2006, social networkingõs 

biggest player was MySpace.  It set the 

bar for easily creating a personal Web 

page where friends and relatives can 

interact by reading/viewing the goings -

on in a personõs life, and commenting/

messaging to that person.  This per-

sonal space on the Web includes per-

sonal profiles, blogs, groups, photos, 

music, and videos.  

Facebook is now the #1 site because it 

offers all that MySpace does and much 

more, more easily, using built -in pro-

gramming that also keeps things more 

organized.  There are pop -up menus, a 

live chat, and add -ons that do useful 

things like calendars and silly things 

like having virtual food fights.  More 

importantly, Facebook collects and dis-

plays on a single page, what other 

òfriendsó are sharing.  Facebook ógetsó 

that social networking is based on 

òsharing.ó 

Twitter is the òHeadline Newsó of social 

networking.  Messages of up to 160 char-

acters are broadcast to anyone interested 

in listening.  This can be as important as 

on-scene reports of civil unrest or as 

needless as knowing a celebrityõs food 

preference.  How many òtweets,ó and 

from whom, is totally up to the person 

receiving these messages. 

The younger the person, the more all of 

the above is embraced.  Many older peo-

ple òdonõt get itó and feel they donõt need 

or want it.  If that is you, then you might 

want to know what I discovered using 

Facebook.  Without my doing anything, 

my Facebook page displays the thoughts 

and goings-on of distant friends (for only 

me to see.)  This is a definite plus as long 

as I carefully limit the number of friends.  

It is my choice how much I interact with 

them or just view it all.  

The new, highly portable ònetbooksó 

make Facebook and Twitter available 

wherever you go.  And the current crop of 

òsmart phonesó also makes access easy 

from anywhere. After all, social network-

ing is all about communicating - the pri-

mary function of cell phones.  And, as I 

keep reminding, they are little 

computers.  

 - Ira Brickman, ICON President  

Presidentõs Message 

Upcoming Events  

¶ Members-Only Workshop 

Friday, July 17th: Video 

Editing  

¶ Next General Meeting  
Friday, August 7th: Back To 

School Tech 

¶ Next MarketPro Computer 

Show: Sunday, August 23rd 
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DISCLAIMER  

This newsletter is freely offered to everyone. It may be copied, duplicated and shared with others. The information that has 

been placed into the newsletter has been obtained from many sources and cannot always be verified or tried on every type of 

computer or operating system. As such, ICON PC User Group cannot be responsible for any adverse outcomes that may 

result from information herein.  Before applying any suggested changes, or installing recommended programs, you should 

backup your computer system and verify the recommendations with the manufacturers of your system and its components.  


