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DISCLAIMER 
This newsletter is freeware / shareware—It may be copied, 
duplicated and shared with others. The information that has 
been placed into the newsletter has been obtained from many 
sources and cannot always be verified. Before applying any 
suggested changes, you should completely backup your sys-
tem and verify the recommendation(s) with the manufacturer(s) 
of your system and its components. 

ICON PC User Group Inc. 
Email: info@iconpcug.org 
http://www.iconpcug.org 

P.O. Box 14316 
Hauppauge, NY 11788 

Contents© 2006 ICON PC User Group 

The Beginners Wor kshops  
Third Friday of the Month   Time 7:00PM  to 8:45PM 

The ICON PC User  Group Inc 
 First Friday of the Month   Time 6:30PM to 8:45PM 

Brentwood Public L ibrar y  
34 Second Avenue, Brentwood, NY 11717, Phone: 

  

(631) 273 7883   Hours and Directions 
http://brentwood.suffolk.lib.ny.us/hours.htm 
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I C O N  P C  U s e r  G r o u p ,  I n c .  

Review of Cannon Pr inters by 
Tom Engel 

 

 Our December meeting 
was presented by Andy Gilbert 
of  PC Richard & Sons. As usual 
he brought products from HP 
and Canon. I had taken a vaca-
tion the week before and was 
returning on the day of the meet-
ing, unsure of making the meet-
ing. But with good flight and 
low traffic on the LIE I was able 
to attend. To my surprise my 
name was selected as a winner of 
the Canon iP4200 Printer. After 
reading the outside of the box I 
was interested in giving my new 
acquisition a try. I opened the 
box and started reading the 
documentation, to find that the 
printer has duplex printing capa-
bility. This was more than I had 
thought, but how do you get to 
use this feature? This is not eas-
ily found, it is not printed in the 
docs at all. It was after I installed 
the printer and started going 
through properties tab when 
printing that I found the com-
mand for duplex printing. By the 
way it works great. Nice to be 
able to print on both sides of a 
page without having to worry 
about which way to reinsert the 
page to get it to print right. The 

next feature I 
found was the 
individual color 
cartridges so that 
you only have to 
replace the color 
that ran out  in-
stead of all because you printed 
too much red at Christmas time. 
The third feature that impressed 
me was it’s use of the USB 2.0 
port to speed up the printing and 
it works. This is the fastest color 
ink printer that I have used. A 
few days later I got a call from 
one of our members that won the 
Canon iP6600 model, asking for 
help with the installation. I was 
happy to be able to help since 
the procedure was basically the 
same. His printer has additional 
features like Card readers and a 
LCD screen to view pictures 
without using a computer.  Both 
of these printers have a dual pa-
per trays. You can have two dif-
ferent papers loaded and call up 
whatever paper you want to print 
on or have both the same in each 
tray and have it switch automati-
cally from one source to the 
other.  Overall I think Cannon 
has come up with a superb prod-
uct. 
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Mem bers Corner 
  

Tonight, I CON’s own Ch ar l ie W agn er  
will discuss Glob al  Posi t ion in g  Syst em  
( GPS)  and how it ’s relevant  to you. We’ll be 
talking about  the history of finding one’s way, 
the theory and science behind GPS, a variety 
of uses for GPS and what to look for in buying 
a GPS receiver for yourself.   

 
Thanks so much to Laur a Lei t a who 

gave last  m onth’s excellent  presentat ion on 
Th e GI MP, a free powerful,  full- featured im -
age editor that  allows you to adjust , enhance 
and restore your photographs and digital im -
ages. She wowed us all as she walked us 
through the restorat ion of a badly dam aged 
photograph that  m ost  of us would have given 
up for lost,  and made it  look as good as new. 
By the way, Laura and her husband, Joh n  
( I CON’s Video Workshop guru)  were recent ly 
featured in Newsday on their explorat ions of 
the Kings Park Psychiat r ic Center and their 
l iodd i t ies.com  Website. I f you didn’t  see it  
in the paper, go to ht tp: / / www.newsday.com /
features/ printedit ion/ longislandlife/ ny-
lfcov0219,0,7211686.story 

 
And don’t  forget  to join us next 

m onth on Ap r i l  7 t h  when Dav e W h i t t le Re-
turns to I CON to dem onst rate some interest -
ing programs designed to help m ove you to-
ward the digital home. 

 
Last  m onth’s m eet ing was our Mem -

b er  App r eciat ion  N ig h t  and all members 
whose dues were current  received an I CON 
m u l t ip u r p ose p ock et k n i fe as a token of our 
appreciat ion for your support  of I CON. For 
those of you who didn’t  get  yours yet, after 
you get  your door prize label, be sure to ini-
t ial the checklist  by your nam e and you’ll re-
ceive your gift . Sorry, only one per m em ber 
and you m ust  be present to receive it ,  but 
you can purchase addit ional knives for $5 
each, the proceeds of which go back to I CON. 
I f you m iss tonight ’s m eet ing, gifts will be 

available next  m onth for as long as the supply 
lasts. This is just  one m ore dividend of your 
I CON mem bership. Be sure to tell your 
fr iends about  the benefits of belonging to 
I CON and encourage them  to become mem -
bers in Long I sland’s forem ost  com puter club. 

 
Remember that  the biggest  and best 

computer show on the East  Coast, the Tr en -
t on  Com pu t er  Fest iv al,  returns to its origi-
nal locat ion at  the College of New Jersey in 
Ewing, NJ, near Trenton next  m onth on Apr i l  
2 2  &  23 . The Keynote speaker will be Gr eg  
Olsen , a technology ent repreneur who spent 
$20 m illion to r ide a Soyuz spacecraft  to the 
I nternat ional Space Stat ion. As usual, there’ll 
be a computer show, poster session, prom i-
nent feature speakers, lectures, and a dandy 
computer flea m arket . You can get  addit ional 
inform at ion and send away for advance dis-
count  t ickets (highly recommended to avoid 
wait ing on the long line)  at  w w w .t cf - n j .o r g . 
And although the new venue is a bit  of a haul 
from  Har old ’s  Del i ,  I  think a bunch of us will 
st ill find our way to this super eatery on the 
t r ip back. Be sure to join us!  

 
Congratulat ions to the winners of last 

m onth’s door prize drawings:   

Good luck to all in tonight ’s drawings!  
 
Be sure to at tend the I CON Vid eo 

W or k sh ops, held the t h i r d  Fr id ay  of every 
m onth through July. Joh n  Lei t a, ably as-
sisted by his wife Lau r a, will show us how to 
m ake outstanding home videos, documenta-
ries and features from  the planning steps 
through the photography, edit ing and DVD 
authoring stages. John will be using readily 
available program s and equipment  that  will 
allow any workshop part icipant  to make m ov-
ies like the Hollywood pros with ease and on 
a budget . Last  Month’s meet ing was an over-

Claude Chir ignan Lar ry Cohen 

Vic O’Fer rall Br ian O’Rourke  

John Prankaitis 50/50 Jeff 
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FYI from Ira Brickman, Webmaster 
A VIEW OF VISTA 

 

Windows Vista is Microsoft's next generation of 
Windows.  Expected to arrive by the end of this 
year, Vista has many new capabilities and several 
versions for home or office. 
 

Some of the visual system improvements include: a 
document explorer with icon snapshots of the docu-
ments (see what they are without opening them), 
new views of open windows, including a 3-D view, 
transparent windows, faster searches with improved 
displays, and new sidebars and gadgets.  Vista  
has improved performance in accessing memory 
and storage.  The new tabbed Internet Explorer 7 
will have built-in support for RSS feeds. Windows 
"SideShow" allows future notebooks to have an 
added informational display. 
 

Improved speech recognition can give users key-
board-less input.  And all the above doesn't touch on 
Vista's new media capabilities there's so much to 
know about Vista that Microsoft has recently cre-
ated a preview section for Vista, including screen-
shots, on its Web site.   
Take a look at:   
http://www.microsoft.com/windowsvista/
default.aspx. 

Chaos and Control   

One evening, a doctor, a civil engineer, and a com-
puter programmer were sitting around a round table 
and discussing which had the oldest profession... 
  

The doctor pointed out that according to Biblical 
tradition, God created Eve from Adam's rib. This 
obviously required surgery, therefore that was the 
oldest profession in the world.  
  

The engineer countered with an earlier passage in 
the Bible that stated that God created order from the 
chaos, and that was most certainly the biggest and 
best civil engineering example ever, and also 
proved that his profession was the oldest profession.  
  

The computer programmer leaned back in her chair, 
and with a sly smile responded, "Yes, but who do 
you think created the chaos?"  Deacon Rich. Luken 

 (Continued from Page 5 Column 2) 
In the interest of objectivity, I call your attention to 
the RadioLovers.com website,  
http://radiolovers.com.  This site claims to offer 
individual old time radio program downloads.  
However, I did not pursue the offer.  I found the 
site’s use of pop up ads objectionable (the ads ap-
peared despite having the pop up blocker enabled in 
my Firefox browser).  But that is my personal preju-
dice.  For those with greater tolerance to such ads, 
you may find this site useful. 
As I listened to these old radio programs, and read 
about their history, I realized that there was one 
program that I wanted to locate above all others:  
the original radio broadcast of War of the Worlds.  
This program, created from the 1898 H. G. Wells 
novel by Orson Welles and broadcast in 1938, is 
famous (or infamous) for the real panic it created. 
A search using Google on the phrase “war of the 
worlds”  provided the result EarthStation1.com, 
http://www.earthstation1.com/wotw.html.  Success!  
I listened to the entire program (slightly less than 
one hour) using RealPlayer™.  My brain soaked up 
certain phrases: 
“ . . . these creatures have scientific knowledge far in 
excess of our own . . . .”  
“ . . . a vanguard of an invading army from Mars .. .”  
Okay, so point your finger at me and laugh, while 
you enjoy the latest movie version with its extraor-
dinary computer generated special effects.  I thor-
oughly enjoyed the hour I spent listening to this 
classic radio broadcast.  Even the 1930’s audio 
quality added to its menace. 
While you are watching the movie, I am going to 
dim the lights, turn off the TV, unplug the phone, 
and settle into my favorite chair.  It is time to listen 
to The Shadow.  Even in the 21st century, it is com-
forting that there is an answer to the question “who 
knows what evil lurks in the heart of men? 
The Shadow knows.”  
[The trivia question answer:  No, it is not the detec-
tive Nick Charles.  The title of Thin Man belongs to 
the extremely eccentric inventor Clyde Wynant, 
who remains missing until the last chapter of the 
novel, when it is revealed that he is the victim of a 
gruesome crime.] 
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Here is another helpful tip from our friends at Tech 
Republic. Although published several months ago, 
it is even more important now, as the tool has been 
updated and it’s capabilities expanded. You can use 
it if you have Windows XP, 2000, or 2003 Server. 
Tech Republic can be contacted at 

http://techrepublic.com.com 
 I have posted a link to download the tool directly 
on the ICON Yahoo! Discussion Group in “Links”. 

Randy 
 

Manually run the Malicious Software 
Removal Tool on Windows XP 

 machines 

 
 
As a Windows XP network administrator, a 
crucial part of your job is keeping your net-
work's machines as free from dangerous soft-
ware as possible. While you may not know it, 
each time you connect to Microsoft's  

Windows Update site  
and run a scan for updates, you're actually 
keeping your machines clean due to the fact 
that one of the things that the site does is run 
the Malicious Software Removal Tool. This 
tool is designed to detect and remove the most 
common malicious software, such as Blaster, 
Sasser, and Mydoom, from your system before 
updates are downloaded and installed. 
However, if you'd like to check your system 
more often for malicious software, you can do 
so by visiting the Malicious Software Removal 
Tool page on the Microsoft site and manually 
running the scan. (Microsoft updates this tool 

Takeaway:  
Keeping your Windows XP network free from 
nefarious software is an ongoing task. Find 
out how you can make your job easier by 
manually running Microsoft's Malicious Soft-
ware Removal Tool, which detects and re-
moves malicious software. 

on the second Tuesday of each month.) Here's 
how: 
Connect Internet Explorer to the  

Malicious Software Removal Tool page. 
http://www.microsoft.com/security/
malwareremove/default.mspx 

2. Click the Check My PC For Infection but-
ton. 
3. In the resulting Microsoft End-User Li-
cense Agreement dialog box, read the license 
agreement, select the I Agree button, and then 
click Continue. 
4. Follow the onscreen instructions to set up 
the tool. 
5. Wait while the scan runs in the back-
ground. 
6. Review the report once the scan is com-
plete. 
Note: Keep in mind that this tool is not a re-
placement for an antivirus product. 

A Mystery Adventure Game 
 

A customer walks into a computer store and ap-
proaches a sales clerk...   
 

"I'm looking for a mystery adventure game with lots 
of graphics," says the customer. "You know, some-
thing really challenging." 
 

The clerk looks at the man and says, "Have you 
tried Windows XP?"                Deacon Rich Luken 
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TWO IMPORTANT MICROSOFT  
SECURITY PATCHES 
Ira Brickman, Webmaster 

 
Microsoft has released a two security patched 
which should be considered by you for installa-
tion. 
 
The first fixes the WMF security hole that per-
mits someone to take over control of your com-
puter using a bobby-trapped image file.  The 
hotfix for in Windows versions 2000 and 
newer and is located at: 
 
http://www.microsoft.com/technet/security/
bulletin/ms06-001.mspx 
 
The other hotfix is a cumulative security up-
date for virtually of Internet Explorer in Win-
dows versions 98 and newer.  This hotfix in-
cludes security holes using COM objects and 
ActiveX: 
 
http://www.microsoft.com/technet/security/
bulletin/ms05-054.mspx 

Sherrie and Ira took the first shift on Saturday 
morning. A lot of kidding was passed around 
all in good fun.  
 
When someone was just passing by and hap-
pened to look at our table, Sherrie came alive. 
She was so good that I wanted join up again. 
All Ira and I could do is just nod in agreement.  
 
The spirit of the ICON members are always 
present and maybe that’s why MarketPro al-
ways invite us back again each month? 

John the Editor. 

view of Adobe Prem ier. This m onth, on 
Mar ch  24 , John will go over Basic v id eo 
ed i t ing  t echn iq u es. You won’t  want  to m iss 
a single lesson so note the date on your cal-
endar!  

 
Mar k et Pr o  will have a two-day com -

puter show at  Spor t s Plus in Lake Grove on 
the weekend of Mar ch  25  &  2 6 . I f you’d like 
to help us staff the table, be sure to contact  
our show coordinator, Vic O’Fer r al l  at  i con -
sh ow @h ot m ail .com . A big “Thank You”  to 
all those who helped out  at  the ICON table 
last  m onth:  Sh er r ie Bodk in ,  

       I r a Br ick m an ,            
       Mat h ew  Jen n ing s,             

        Lar r y  Coh en ,  

   Bi l l  Ker r , Br ian   
   O’Rour k e and  
   Vic O’Fer r al l .   
Tr i - St at e will have a one-day show 

on Sat u r d ay , Mar ch  1 1  at  their new Mo l loy  
Co l leg e locat ion in Farm ingdale. 

 
 

Ch ar l ie W ag n er  
Mem b er sh ip  Ch ai r m an  
cw ag n er @iconp cug .o r g   
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 WIN SP2 - USB 2.0 BATTERY  
POWER BUG               

By Ira Brickman, Webmaster 
 
The Tom's Hardware and AnandTech Web 
sites have reported and tested a bug in Win-
dows XP, Service Pack 2 that causes USB 2.0 
devices to noticeably and unexpectedly shorten 
notebook battery life.  Originally thought to 
involve only Dual Core Intel processors (just 
coming into the notebook scene), it is becom-
ing apparent that Pentium M, AMD Mobile, 
and other processors, may also be affected. 
 
This widerspread problem is caused by the way 
USB 2.0 devices interact with Windows XP 
SP2's Advanced Configuration and Power In-
terface (ACPI.)  The glitch causes a series of 
internal events that keeps a processor from en-
tering its internal "sleep" mode, in which it 
uses less power.  Tests show that this glitch 
causes a loss of 40 minutes or more of battery 
time. 
 
Worse yet, it was recently revealed that Micro-
soft has known about the problem for a while, 
only shared it with some notebook manufactur-
ers and kept it secret from the public.  The rea-
sons now being given are technical, but one 
can easily speculate that Microsoft wanted a 
solution to be available before making the 
problem generally known. 
 
Microsoft states it is working on a solution, but 
reports now say that it will involve a BIOS fix 
and will be given to manufacturers.  It will, 
then, take some time for them to test and im-
plement the fix. 
 
The interim, temporary solution is disconnect-
ing external USB devices to possibly give your 

notebook longer battery life when required, 
such as while traveling for several hours.  But 
some notebooks have internal USB 2.0 devices, 
such as hubs & USB-based card readers, which 
cannot be disconnected, so the improvement 
for those machines will only be marginal. 
 
Now that you are aware of the problem, you 
should make inquiries to your notebook manu-
facturer, watch for Microsoft releases on the 
problem, and search the Web for current news 
items, to stay abreast of updated information 
and solutions as they become available. 

Only found in Amer ica 
 

Only in Amer ica...can a pizza get to your 
house faster than an ambulance...  

 

Only in Amer ica...are there handicap parking 
places in front of a skating rink...   

 

Only in Amer ica...do people order double 
cheese burgers, a large fry, and a diet coke…        

  

Only in Amer ica...do banks leave both doors 
open and then chain the pens to the counters…  

  

Only in America...do we leave cars worth 
thousands of dollars in the driveway and leave 
useless things and junk in boxes in the garage… 
  

Only in Amer ica...do we use answering ma-
chines to screen calls and then have call wait-
ing so we won't miss a call from someone we 
didn't want to talk to in the first place...  

 

Only in Amer ica...do we buy hot dogs in 
packages of ten and buns in packages of eight...  
 

Only in America...do we use the word 
"politics" to describe the process so well: 
"Poli" in latin meaning "many" and "tics" 
meaning "blood-sucking creatures"...  
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The Shadow Knows 
by Mike Morris 
Front Range PC Users Group, Fort Collins, CO 
www.frpcug.org 
ml_morris(at)jymis.com 
 

How many readers remember that phrase?  Or re-
member listening to the show on the radio: 
 

“ Who knows what evil lurks in the heart of men?  
The Shadow knows.”  
 

Recent headlines have described the availability of 
TV shows on the internet—at a price.  No headlines, 
however, for The Shadow or other radio programs 
from the 1930’s and 1940’s.  The copyrights to a 
large number of the old radio shows have expired, 
and you can now download (or order) these pro-
grams in a variety of formats and listen to them 
through your computer or other audio equipment. 
 

Whether your interest is historical research, for the 
nostalgia value, for a hobby, or for the simple enter-
tainment value, the variety of programs and infor-
mation about these old radio programs is astonish-
ing.  I originally searched the internet using Google 
and the phrase “old radio programs.”   That search 
returned over 20,000 hits over 6 months.  The cor-
rect phrase should have been “old time radio.”   That 
search returned over 1 million hits from the past 6 
months. 
 

These websites provide an incredible wealth of in-
formation.  I have checked a very small number of 
websites, and offer my comments on them.  There 
are episodes of The Shadow, Sam Spade, The Thin 
Man—as you can see, I like mysteries.  There are 
comedies, westerns, music, and much more. 
 

By the way, how many readers remember the origin 
of Sam Spade?  Do you recall the movie “The Mal-
tese Falcon” with Humphrey Bogart?  The movie 
was based on the novel of the same name by 
Dashiell Hammett (originally published in 1929), 
which introduced the world to Sam Spade.  Another 
novel by the same author, “The Thin 
Man,”  (originally published in 1933) was turned 
into a move starring William Powell and Myrna 
Loy.  Here is a trivia question for you:  who really 
was the Thin Man?—answer at the end of this arti-
cle. 
 

As you might expect, the audio quality of these old 
radio shows varies.  Some websites allow you to 
listen to short samples of selected shows using ei-
ther RealPlayer™ or Media Player, both of which 
are bundled with the Windows operating system. 
 

“ It is Thursday night, July 31,1930. The time is 9:40 
PM. Radio listeners tuned to CBS hear the first ap-
pearance of "The Shadow" . . . .”   Thus begins the 
history of “The Shadow”  as provided by the Old-
Time Radio Program Guide, http://www.old-
time.com/toc.html.  This website has links to his-
torical information on a number of old time radio 

programs and to other websites that include sound-
bites and stories, and to websites that offer pro-
grams on cassettes, CD’s, DVD’s, or direct 
downloads to your computer. 
 

More history is available at Radio Days: A Sound-
bite of History, http://otr.com/index.shtml.  There 
are links to history by category (Mystery, Private 
Eyes, Comedy, SciFi) and to histories of selected 
programs (Captain Midnight, Terry and the Pirates).  
This website also provides an historical timeline 
with important dates in radio broadcasting with de-
scriptions of relevant programs.  Selected 
downloads (soundbites) are included.  There is a 
link to a schedule of old time radio on the airwaves 
(and on the internet). 
 

At “ It Seems Like Only Yesterday,”   
http://www.yesterdayradio.com/, old radio pro-
grams are offered for sale on cassettes.  Categories 
include: World War II and Civil War History, Big 
Band Music, Comedy, Westerns, Science Fiction, 
and Sherlock Holmes.  The Big Band category in-
cludes Glenn Miller, Benny Goodman, Tommy 
Dorsey, and other broadcasts from the 1940’s. 
 

The “Radio of Yesteryear” website,  
http://www.originaloldradio.com/, claims to have 
50,000 old time radio programs available on CD’s, 
in various formats.  There is a category called 
“Radio’s Best 1000,”  and “single subject”  CD’s 
such as Abbott and Costello, CBS Radio Mystery 
Theatre, and many more. 
 

Meanwhile, back at . . . old-
time.com, there is a link to a 
website called “Radio Show-
case,”   
http://www.old-time.com/
sponsors/rad_sho.html.   
This site offers an excellent 
searchable database, with 
“actor credits, recording 
sources, story categories, and 
program notes . . . .”Here is a 
sample of a search: 
 
 
 
 

Here is a sample of the results of the search: 
 

(Continued on Page 7 Column 1) 
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