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“I’ve been working with com-
puters since 1980.  It turned 
out to be my calling.  January 
was my first ICON meet-
ing.  It felt very good to know 
I was among people that 
shared my interest in com-
puters, so when Randy men-
tioned needing help with the 
Web Site, I volunteered.  I’ve 
had my own Web Site since 
1995.  It took only several 
hours to assemble the basics 
of the new ICON Web Site, 
but the tweaking continues 
daily.”  Ira 

Greetings ICON PC User Group, Inc. Members! 
 

A few years ago, while attending my first Executive Board meeting as Vice President, I brought up the 
subject of incorporating the user group, both for the tax/financial benefits and to lend some structure for 
the future of the group and its leadership. Most of the board found the suggestion appealing, although 
none of us knew very much about the process and ramifications of incorporating under a not-for-profit 
status. Over the next year, the subject was brought up several times, but no action was taken, pending 
further research. It seems all of us combined didn’t have enough additional free time to pursue the mat-
ter.  
 
Finally, (and many special thanks are due to her) Fran, our media coordi-
nator, stepped forward and promised to gather all the necessary info for us 
to proceed. Fran also brought an additional concept to the incorporation of 
our group, that of registering not only as a not-for-profit operation, but also 
as an educational entity. Her experience as an educator provided informa-
tion on the many programs we would be qualified to apply to if we had 
such an endorsement on our incorporation. I will spare you the details of 
the arduous application process, all of which was overseen and painstak-
ingly prodded along by Fran (with occasional help from me), except to say 
that we have finally been approved for all of the above. Incorporation may 
yield us many benefits, some of which Fran was kind enough to describe 
for us in the following paragraphs. The successful incorporation of the 
ICON PC User Group by the State of NY bears special significance for 
me, as it represents the fruition of my first goal for the group as your vice 
president. Unfortunately, it does not represent an ending, but rather a be-
ginning of many new tasks (and opportunities) to be embraced by our 
group. Of course, none of this will be possible without your help. Please read the following info from 
Fran: 
 
“As you know the ICON PC USER GROUP has been going through a rather painful and drawn out proc-
ess to become incorporated as an educational entity under the not-for-profit status, also known as a 501 
C 3. As of March 2005 we are now officially incorporated. This is a big step for ICON and one which will 
benefit us in the long run.  
 
“As a not-for-profit (educational organization) we can now apply for grants to subsidize needed equip-
ment, lecturers and speakers themselves if we wish to hold special events. Funding would also be avail-
able for workshops and rental of space.  
 
Aside from the obvious! As a not-for-profit organization we gain respect in the community and can there-
fore use many of the facilities within the Long Island library system and universities for little or no fee. 
The incorporation process opens many new doors for us. I hope many of you will become involved in this 
new endeavor in the hopes to offer you the needed hands on training you have been asking for as well 
as new demonstrations/programs from around the US. 
If you are interested in volunteering please speak with Randy, Fran, or any of the board members.” 
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Members Corner                                                                   Charlie Wagner, Membership Chairman 

I’d like to welcome Joel & Dorothy Becker, 
Anthony D’Agostino, Michael Hofer and Kathleen 
Ledford as new members of the ICON family. 

 
Once again, Kal Qubain and Neil 

Rosenberg presented an outstanding lecture about 
selling on eBay at our March meeting. We got to 
see the nuts and bolts of setting up accounts and 
learned some great tips on avoiding pitfalls in the 
online auction place.  Remember, if you have a sub-
ject or program that you know well, we’d be de-
lighted to have you present it at one of our meetings. 
It needn’t be anything fancy or even take the entire 
session. Just contact our Program Chairman Harry 
Eaton at one of the meetings or email him at 
harry@iconpcug.org.  

 
ICON is now officially a 501(c)3 non-profit 

corporation! We hope that this change in our status 
will allow us to better serve our members in the long 
run. Very special thanks to Fran Kiperman who 
really took the ball and ran with it, getting us over 
dozens of unexpected hurdles in the path to our in-
corporation. Thanks also to Vice President Randy 
Gilbert, who put some time in helping us navigate 
the bureaucratic maze. 

 
Congratulations to all the winners of last 

month’s great door prize drawings: Sherrie Bodkin, 
Lou Castellano, Claude Chirignan, Anthony 
D’Agostino (a winner at his first meeting!), Debbie 
Dozier, Lynn Fornuff, Brian O’Rourke and Brian 
Wuestefeld. And Ira Brickman, our intrepid Web-
master (be sure to take a look at our BEAUTIFUL 
new Web Page in progress – www.iconpcug.org), 
was the winner of the 50/50. Good luck to everyone 
in tonight’s drawings! 

 
I encourage all members to stop by our Be-

ginners Workshop that meets the last Friday of the 
month. Last month, we continued our talks about 
computer fonts, a topic of which our members 
seemed to have a surprising amount of interest. 
Charlie Wagner gave some interesting insights into 
effective ways to use fonts and how to install, man-
age and find lots of great free ones on the Internet. If 
all goes according to plan, our next meeting on April 
29 will feature Microsoft’s presentation program, 
PowerPoint. In future sessions, we plan on covering 
Microsoft’s Outlook, Access and FrontPage.   

 
Remember that the biggest and best com-

puter show on the East Coast, the Trenton Com-
puter Festival, returns to its original location at the 
College of New Jersey in Ewing, NJ, near Trenton 
this month, April 16-17. Besides all the usual great 
reasons to go, this year there will be an exhibit of 

historic computer gear from the 1960s-1980s, 
and the Keynote speaker will be Brian Kerninghan, 
one of the fathers of the C computer language. See 
the TCF preview article in this issue for more on this 
great event. You can get additional information and 
send away for advance discount tickets (highly rec-
ommended to avoid waiting on the long line, though 
time is running out so act quickly) at www.tcf-
nj.org. And although the new venue is a bit of a haul 
from Harold’s Deli, I think a bunch of us will still find 
our way to this super eatery on the trip back. Be 
sure to join us! 

 
Alas, job de-
mands have 
compelled 
Brian Corring-
ham to relo-
cate to Con-
necticut and so 
we’ll be saying 
goodbye our 
hard working 
Computer 
Show Coordi-
nator, club 
member and 
good friend. 
Kudos to Brian 
for the out-
standing ser-
vice he’s pro-

vided to the Club over the past year and our very 
best wishes to him for a happy and prosperous life in 
the Nutmeg State. We hope to continue our pres-
ence at the shows, but we now are in need of a new 
Show Coordinator to fill the void that Brian’s ab-
sence will leave. Please contact me if you’d like the 
job. It’s not hard. We’ll show you the ropes and walk 
you through the process until you’re comfortable 
handling it yourself. Remember that you’ll have 
plenty of able-bodied volunteers to help out at every 
show. And, speaking of which, many thanks to last 
month’s fearless show staff; 

              Charlie Wagner 
 
 MarketPro will have it’s next show next 

weekend, April 9-10 at Sports Plus in Lake Grove 
and for you folks further west, Tristate will have their 
one day show at SUNY Farmingdale Saturday, 
April 30.  
                                             Charlie Wagner 
                                             cwagner@iconpcug.org  

Rich Kenny Ed Farah 

Jaye Vullo Harry Eaton 

Vic O’Ferrall Bill Kerr 

Brian O’Rourke John Prankaitis 
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 Randy’s Corner         randy@technologist.com 

Firefox Fix Number One 
  
Many of our members have installed Mozilla's slick new browser, 
Firefox, on their systems as an alternative to the popular Internet 
Explorer, Netscape and Opera browsers. I, too, have added it to 
some of my computers, and I like what I have seen so far. It's a 
clean look, has many "extensions" built in (saving download and 
installation time), and suppresses most annoying popups auto-
matically. It even runs well on my Windows 98 system. Alas, like 
everything in the computer world, it too must change to keep up 
with technology, both good and bad. As such, the manufacturer 
has now released Firefox 1.0.1, basically, the first real service 
pack for Firefox. Depending on the method by which you installed 
the original Firefox, the update may be easy or involved. The 
steps to safely upgrade are listed below in an excellent article 
from Brian Livingston's Windows Secrets Newsletter, reprinted 
here with Brian's permission. 
 
1. Firefox 1.0.1 is released to fix security holes 
 
The Mozilla Foundation released on Feb. 24 Firefox 1.0.1, a se-
curity upgrade for its wildly successful 1.0 browser.  More than 25 
million people have downloaded 1.0 since its release on Nov. 9, 
according to the foundation. 
 
I immediately felt that the security improvements in Firefox 1.0.1 
warranted me publishing a newsletter update.  But I held off until 
now because installation problems were causing severe confu-
sion.  I found it extremely difficult to nail down the best upgrade 
procedure. 
 
Firefox 1.0's "check for updates" feature, for example, didn't re-
port that any Firefox updates were available for six days after 
1.0.1 became available.  The foundation had kept the feature 
from reporting the existence of this update because of concern 
that 25 million people downloading the update simultaneously 
couldn't be supported by the existing infrastructure.  This problem 
was apparently solved by Mar. 1, and checking for updates now 
reports that 1.0.1 is ready. 
 
Rumors had also been flying that installing 1.0.1 required that 
Firefox 1.0 first be uninstalled.  It's now clear that uninstalling 1.0 
is necessary only if you want to install a ".exe" version of 1.0.1 
over an instance of Firefox 1.0 that you obtained in a ".zip" file.  
Downloading 1.0.1 and installing it on top of a 1.0 .exe setup file 
you downloaded (as most people did) is fine.  We've tested this 
and it works without deleting any bookmarks or Firefox exten-
sions. 
 
I recommend that Firefox 1.0 users upgrade to 1.0.1 immediately.  
The new version fixes a security problem with international do-
main names (IDN).  The address bar can appear to show 
"paypay.com," for example, by composing a domain name of 
look-alike Unicode characters.  Some registrars, unfortunately, 
are selling Unicode domain names that look identical to ASCII 
domains.  Firefox 1.0.1 cures this by displaying all Unicode in 
"punycode," a plain-text equivalent.  The punycode for the PayPal 
fake wouldn't fool anyone: "www.xn--pypal-4ve.com".  This is a 
better fix than the two workarounds we published in the paid ver-
sion of the Feb. 10 and 24 newsletters. 
 
Firefox 1.0.1 also closes 16 other bugs, some of them potentially 
serious security weaknesses.  This update is a good one to have. 
 
Here, therefore, are the steps I recommend for this upgrade: 
 

1. Read the Firefox 1.0.1 release-notes page carefully to see if 
any issues affect you: 
 
http://www.mozilla.org/products/firefox/releases/ 
 
2. To be safe, back up your PC, or at least make a copy of Fire-
fox's Profiles folder, which contains your bookmarks and other 
settings.  The location of the Profiles folder differs in various ver-
sions of Windows.  See the release-notes page for the exact loca-
tion. 
 
3. In Firefox 1.0, click Tools, Extensions and make a note of any 
extensions you've installed.  After upgrading to Firefox 1.0.1, you 
may need to re-enable or re-install one or more extensions. 
 
4. Close the Extensions window.  In Firefox 1.0, click Tools, Op-
tions, Advanced.  In the Software Update section, make sure 
"Periodically check for updates to Firefox" is ON.  Click the 
"Check Now" button.  A window should open to announce that a 
1.0.1 ".exe" file is ready to download. Download this file, which 
will save itself to your Desktop and then start to install.  You'll 
need to close any open Firefox window when prompted to do so. 
 
5. The download process may present you with Firefox 1.0.1 in a 
language other than your preferred one (for example, en-US for 
U.S. English instead of it-IT for Italian).  If so, halt the download 
and go to the foundation's All Downloads page, which offers lan-
guage-specific versions (note: British English is not yet available): 
 
http://www.mozilla.org/products/firefox/all.html 
 
6. If you're running the ".exe" upgrade, but you originally installed 
Firefox 1.0 from a ".zip" file, you'll need to halt the upgrade and 
uninstall Firefox 1.0 before continuing.  Running the ".exe" file to 
upgrade a version of Firefox 1.0 you originally installed from a 
".exe" file, however, doesn't require uninstalling anything.  (Some  
people recommend uninstalling *any* program before you install a 
new version, but this seems unnecessary.) 
 
7. After Firefox 1.0.1 is installed, make sure your bookmarks are 
still intact and check that your extensions still work.  If an exten-
sion isn't certified to work with 1.0.1, Firefox may disable it. In that 
case, click Tools, Extensions and try to download a new version 
of the extension.  (We'll print in the Mar. 10 newsletter a  
way to make any Firefox 1.0 extension run in 1.0.1, even if it has-
n't been certified to run in 1.0.1 by its developer yet.) 
 
8. If you installed Firefox 1.0.1 over 1.0, the Add/Remove Pro-
grams applet in your Control Panel will show two uninstallers: one 
for "Mozilla Firefox (1.0)" and one for "Mozilla Firefox (1.0.1)."   
Running either routine at this point will uninstall Firefox 1.0.1.  
This is a known bug.  Don't run either uninstall routine unless you 
want to uninstall Firefox 1.0.1. 
 
That's it.  In my opinion, the Mozilla Foundation should have writ-
ten better instructions and made the process much smoother for 
Firefox users that they did.  Hopefully, this will open the founda-
tion's eyes to the usability problems that can arise with even a 
minor upgrade. 
 
You can get tips like this by subscribing to the free Windows Se-
crets Newsletter at http://WindowsSecrets.com" 
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Victor O’Ferrall 
of 

 VO-Tech 

John Toomey 
The Computer Wiz 

And  
Chris 

 
MarketPro Computer  Show 

 

http:www.marketpro.com 
 

Sign on to receive a $1 off coupon  
 
 

Next Show April 9 & 10 at  
  Spor ts Plus, Lake Grove, NY 

 
 
 

 

Brian 
O’Rourke 

Editor’s Notes: 
 
Here is a very interesting Web Site given to me by one 
our member Deacon Richard Luken.  It is a learning site 
by HP and here are some of the courses: 
 
Adobe Photoshop 7 basics   
Advanced Microsoft® Excel 2002   
Advanced Microsoft® Publisher 2003   
Become a Microsoft® Windows XP power user   
Beginning Adobe Illustrator   
Building layers of security for your business   QUICK 
LESSON!   
Building web applications with PHP and MySQL   NEW!   
Business scanning basics   
Combating spam and spyware   
Desktop publishing with Quark Press 6   
Introduction to Macromedia Dreamweaver MX 2004   
Introduction to Microsoft® Office Publisher 2003   
Introduction to Microsoft® PowerPoint 2003   UPDATED!   
Introduction to Microsoft® Visual Basic   
Introduction to Microsoft® Word 2002   
Introduction to Microsoft® Access 2002   
Introduction to XML   NEW!   
Introduction to programming   
Making the most of Microsoft Outlook 2002   
Networking 101   
Project management essentials   UPDATED!   
 Wireless-friendly websites   NEW!   
 

http://www.hplearningcenter.com/all_courses.jsp/ 
?mcID=em15sa_botnav 
 
Thank you Rich. 
 

Also 
 

Attention all you Aviators 
 

This link was sent to me by Tom Cott our ICON staff 
writer. 
This will surely  make your heart soar:                                          
http://www.airplanecards.com/albums/raph/
haute_voltige.wmv 
 
 

By the Way 
 

Are you gazing on a beautiful blue screen with a secret 
code that might save the world?  Perched far above us 
is “Superteck” . Ready to communicate with you at a 

moment notice.  The entrance code is:  
 

joe@joeteck.com 
 

He might make your day nice. 
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L ast month we were saddened to learn that Brian Corringham had accepted another posi-
tion at his job and he would be moving to Connecticut.  Brian had done an outstanding job as a 
Computer Show Coordinator.   In addition he tackled some our very serious problems with some de-
grees of success. Replacing him will be an undertaking that the Executive Board has to face during 
the next month. Although he will only be 30  or so miles away the Long Island Sound would make 
the commute a little expensive to say the least. I personally am happy to have worked along side of 
Brian,  he has  enriched this Presidency with his patience and counseling. 

 
On the other side of the fence our web site is undergoing a major overhaul thanks to the  ef-

forts of a new member Ira Brickman. He publish an early version of our web site showing many of 
the changes and with a few modifications will represent us on the Internet. Check it out at  

 

http://www.iconpcug.org. 
 

I was thrilled to see over seventy members at the last meeting, showing us that the efforts to 
bring new subjects into our curriculum are attracting participation. Cal and Neil did a great job on 
their meeting on selling on eBay. The questions that were asked showed that many members are 
interested in trying to use eBay to sell. 

 

Review of Microsoft Links 2003 
 

Those of you that know me know that I don’t use my computer for games. I have been working with 
Microsoft Links 2003 for a few months now. This is a game that simulates a round of golf. Although it 
is nothing like the real thing it has given me hours of enjoyment. I have visited many courses that I 
will never get a chance to play, but through the fantastic graphics have had the pleasure to visit. The 
next time I see on TV the pros playing one of these courses I will have a much better idea of what 
the course looks like. The game itself can be easy or made to play difficult depending on the settings 
and how much help the program gives you in selecting clubs and direction of your shot. You are still 
left with a lot of decisions and unless you keep your mind on what you are doing you can add many 
strokes to your game. The greens are the most important to master because strokes add up quickly 
there, as it is in the real game as well. This game will not make you swing your clubs any better but 
can help pass the time while the courses are covered with snow. The pro tips that are available 
throughout the game will also help make better decisions when the snow melts. Overall I believe that 
this game will be enjoyed by golfers as well as potential golfers, and who can argue with the great 
scenery. Some of the hole graphics look good enough to frame. 

Tom Engel  
 

Please  Note:                                                   teengel@optonline.net 
 

This will be my new optonline e-mail address soon I will not be accessible at tengel@optonline.net I know 
they are close but there is another “e” added. 
 
“This Friday's meeting will be a potpourri of interesting computer topics. We'll be demonstrating an 
electronic whiteboard, I'll have a slide show and preview of the upcoming Trenton Computer Festi-
val, Pres. Tom Engel will demonstrate Microsoft Links golf program and, time permitting, Vice Pres. 
Randy Gilbert may talk about the newest release of the open source Firefox Web browser. If you 
need directions to the library or any other information about the club, visit our web site at  

http://www.iconpcug.org.” 
 

Charlie Wagner, Membership Chairman 

President’s Message                                                                                         tengel@optonline.net                 
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Job Well Done Br ian                          
 

 
Font Management Tips and Program Helpers 

 
Tip # 1:  Using the cliché- of- the- year, try leaving your font "comfort zone." Change from Times New 
Roman (default MS- Word text font) or Arial. For examples, the heading font above this article is 
Trebuchet and this body text is Bell MT. How's that for cour­age? Don't overdo such changes by 
choosing more than two fonts per page in most cases (AKA "ransom note style"). Even with just two 
fonts, go easy on the "shouting" elements such as bolding, italics, and underlining. Subtler changes 
can serve as well. The first two lines of this paragraph were 13- point type "scaled" horizontally to 
110%. The rest were 12 points at 100%. Vertical spacing: 1.2 points between lines in this paragraph 
with ones below at 1.1 points. "Tease'em in, then sqeeze'em," goes the old printer's adage. 

 

#2: Having too many fonts "installed" in Windows slows the loading time as well the alphabetical 
search of the font list in MS- Word. New programs some­times install several of their own fonts. Using 
Windows Explorer and some new folders, you can move seldom- used fonts into suitably- named fold-
ers. Mine in­clude Novelty, Script, Display, Symbol, and Hollow. To reactive a relocated font temporar-
ily, navigate to its name and double- click on it. It remains available until you re- boot or shut down the 
computer. 
 

#3: Google- search for "free fonts" and download a few dozen of them that differ somewhat from the 
ones you own. Slight changes in name often refer to nearly ­identical fonts. For example, the popular 
Mistral may look the same as Minstrel or Ministerial. If you move them to the Fonts folder within the 
Windows folder, you can double- click on the name or its icon and see a sample in various sizes. If you 
don't like it, use the button to delete it immediately. Close it and go on to the next in alphabetical order. I 
prune mine a couple of times a year and delete any that I haven't ever used or don't plan to use in the 
near future. With some sacrificial pain I keep the numbers below 300 installed. However, aided by two 
programs listed below, I plan to reduce to fewer than 100 soon. It takes time but also saves time. In the 
old adage, one can be too busy cutting wood to stop and sharpen the saw. 

#4: The Font Thing: Please see right column. Sue Fisher stopped improving this stunning freeware 
program in 2000 but it needs no updating. One source: http://www.webmasterfree.com/
fonthing.html 

#5: X- Fonter: The free trial version of the program impressed me and the full version costs only $20. 
After I master the significant list of features, I will proba­bly buy the complete version. It is available for 
download from various sites, but here is one: 

 http://users.pandora.be/eclypse/xfonter.html 
 

Great free programs from Google 
 
* The best of the best may be the new Picasa2 digital photo program. It combines organizer, slide 
show, enhancer (think PhotoShop) and the friendliest structure I have found in any photo program. 
 

* The GmaiI free email program is now available to the general public. The storage capacity is so huge Google discourages the user 
from deleting old stuff. I still am trying to find how to delete multiple emails with one command. The best part: One can use the familiar 
Google engine to search through a mountain of mail for a keyword or phrase. Those found in the search are displayed in Google style with 
part of a paragraph for context. 
Google Desktop indexes text files on one's computer and enables the same style of search to locate the word or phrase in a file with contex-
tual setting to verify it as the correct file. 
 

* Go to http://google.com and look above the typing slot in the middle of the page. Froogle is a good comparative shopping guide by sup-
plier and price for thousands of items. Click on more>> to see an awesome collection of extra services: Alerts for breaking news and infor-
mation; Answers (OK, not free but cheap hired research for your questions); Catalogs in case you didn't get yours or lost it; Directory for 
multi- lingual links by categories from Arts through Sports; Groups (all those thousands of Usenet discussion groups but organized better); 
Images with its hundreds or thousands or more images (I found hundreds of Olmec Indian stone heads). We're only half- way through the 
choices. I will use 
the Language translation but don't understand Keyhole and Web APIs. You, however, may find them very helpful. 
 
J D White,  Email: jdw@mail.org                    LIKUG, the Long Island Kaypro Users Group 

Providing mutual help for computer users since 1982 

The Font Thing features 

 
This freeware program manages 
TrueType fonts in Windows 95, 98, 
NT 4.0,2000, ME, and XP.  
 

With The Font Thing you can:  
 

·  Browse installed and 
uninstalled fonts  

 

·  Browse fonts in subfolders 
as a single combined list 

 

·  View sample text and 
individual characters in 
your choice of colors  

 

·  Change sample text "on 
the fly' or easily switch 
between your own stan-
dard text samples  

 

·  View detailed font infor-
mation  

 

·  Print font samples  
 

·  Associate notes with fonts  
 

·  Install or uninstall any 
number of fonts at once  

 

·  Load (and unload) any 
number of fonts for tem-
porary use  

 

·  Copy or delete any num-
ber of ford files at once  

 

·  Rename font files to avoid 
file name conflicts  

 

·  Filter fonts according to 
their type  

 

·  Group fonts into collec-
tions for easier manage-
ment  

 

·  Use multiple font windows 
simultaneously for easy 
font comparison and 
management. 

Beginners Workshop                           Charlie Wagner, Host & Lecturer 
 

We learned more about 
Fonts, the interesting history 
of the “@” sign and font 
managers were discussed. 
Puns were had by all.  ;-)  
Circulars of upcoming sales 
were available as always for 

all that attended. We welcome all who want to learn more about 
computers so come on down.                                    Tom Cott 
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It’s spring out there and if you really 
love computers, that can only mean one thing: 
the Trenton Computer Festival is upon us 
once again. April 16-17, 2005 heralds TCF’s 
30th year as the biggest and best computer fair 
in the US and also marks a return to its geo-
graphic roots. After many years in a variety of 
venues from Mercer Community College to the 
New Jersey Convention Center in Edison, 
TCF is returning this year to The College of 
New Jersey in Ewing just outside of Trenton, 
the old Trenton State College from whence it 
began three decades ago. It’s about 40 min-
utes farther south than last year’s Raritan 
Center location, but the trip should be well 
worth it. 

 
The Festival is comprised of a giant 

computer show (perhaps five times the size of 
a typical local SportsPlus show), dozens of 
free lectures, seminars and poster presenta-
tions on a broad array of computer topics and, 
the best reason to attend, an outdoor flea mar-
ket spanning a giant parking lot chock full of all 
manner of computer parts, systems, software, 
ephemera and bric-a-brac. Even if there’s 
nothing you need for your home computer sys-
tem you’re bound to find something worth 
bringing home that’s an irresistible steal. The 
flea market is an electronic hobbyists dream; 
surplus test equipment, vacuum tubes, com-
ponents, cables, tools, books, etc. are avail-
able in abundance and at fire sale prices. 
Some of the equipment you’ll find would be at 
home in the Smithsonian’s History of Comput-
ing exhibit; early model Apple and Kaypro 
computers, frames of ferrite core memory, 
hard drives the size of shoe boxes and com-
puter punch cards to name just a few. Imag-
ine, you could drive home with a piece of com-
puter history for next to nothing! And this year 

there’ll be an exhibit of sixties, seventies and 
eighties vintage amateur computer equipment 
for you old timers to fawn over and even play 
with. The scheduled keynote speaker this year 
will be Brian Kerninghan, one of the fathers 
of the C computer language. Bill Gates, 
among other computer luminaries, has been a 
past speaker. There will be free Wi-Fi Internet 
access at the fair, so bring your suitably 
equipped laptop or PDA. 

 
Admission at the door is $15 for the two-day 
show (Saturday and Sunday, April 16-17). 
Parking can be a bit of a hassle, so try and get 
there early (9-5 Saturday, 9-4 Sunday). 
There’s a security area where you can keep 
large purchases safely until you’re ready to 
leave. Be sure to check out the TCF Web site 
(http://www.tcf-nj.org) to get all the latest infor-
mation, program abstracts and directions to 
the Festival, as well as discounted advance 
ticket sales (save $5 using PayPal until April 
10). After the show I expect a few of us will 
continue an ICON tradition and end the day at 
Harold’s Delicatessen in Edison on the way 
home, where we’ll feast on two foot tall corned 
beef and pastrami sandwiches with all the fix-
ings! I think of it as a computer geek’s pilgrim-
age. At least once in your life you owe it to 
yourself to visit the Trenton Computer Festival. 

Getting unbelievable bargains in the flea market 

“Come on down”— Char lie 
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http://www.iconpcug.org 
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The Beginners Workshops  
Last Friday of the Month 
Time 7:00PM  to 8:45PM 

 

The ICON PC User Group Inc 
 First Friday of the Month 
 Time 6:30PM to 8:45PM 

Brentwood Public Library  
34 Second Avenue, Brentwood, NY 11717, 

Phone: (631) 273 7883  
Hours and Directions 

http://brentwood.suffolk.lib.ny.us/hours.htm 

DISCLAIMER 
This newsletter is freeware / shareware—It may be cop-
ied, duplicated and shared with others. The information 
that has been placed into the newsletter has been ob-
tained from many sources and cannot always be verified. 
Before applying any suggested changes, you should 
completely backup your system and verify the recom-
mendation(s) with the manufacturer(s) of your system 
and its components. 

 

 Door Prize Winners 

Cryptoquote by Charlie Wagner 
The following is a computer related quotation encrypted with a simple character substitution cipher, that is, each letter of the alpha-
bet is substituted by another letter.  Your mission, should you decide to accept it, is to decipher the code by figuring which letters to 
substitute and make the quotation legible in plain English. The answer will be in next month’s newsletter. Good luck and have fun! 
By the way, does anyone other than Dave Green do these puzzles? Please let me know! 
 

HBR WEGH EXRNKEEARZ SZXSJHSI R HE ECJFJI  S LEWQOHRN FG 

HBSH FV HBRU VEOK OQ HBRNR' G JE KSC SI SFJGH CSLAFJI  

HBRW SNEOJZ S KFHHKR.   

MER WSNHFJ 
Answer to last month’s Cryptoquote: 
 
Part of the inhumanity of the computer is that, once it is competently programmed and working smoothly, it is 
completely honest. 

-- ISAAC ASIMOV 
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