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Our new
Webmaster
Ira Brickman

“I've been working with com-
puters since 1980. It turned
out to be my calling. January
was my first ICON meet-
ing. It felt very good to know
I was among people that
shared my interest in com-
puters, so when Randy men-
tioned needing help with the
Web Site, | volunteered. I've
had my own Web Site since
1995. It took only several
hours to assemble the basics
of the new ICON Web Site,
but the tweaking continues
daily.” Ira
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Greetings ICON PC User Group, Inc. Members!

A few years ago, while attending my first Executive Board meeting as Vice President, | brought up the
subject of incorporating the user group, both for the tax/financial benefits and to lend some structure for
the future of the group and its leadership. Most of the board found the suggestion appealing, although
none of us knew very much about the process and ramifications of incorporating under a not-for-profit
status. Over the next year, the subject was brought up several times, but no action was taken, pending
further research. It seems all of us combined didn’t have enough additional free time to pursue the mat-
ter.

Finally, (and many special thanks are due to her) Fran, our media coordi-
nator, stepped forward and promised to gather all the necessary info for us
to proceed. Fran also brought an additional concept to the incorporation of
our group, that of registering not only as a not-for-profit operation, but also
as an educational entity. Her experience as an educator provided informa-
tion on the many programs we would be qualified to apply to if we had
such an endorsement on our incorporation. | will spare you the details of
the arduous application process, all of which was overseen and painstak-
ingly prodded along by Fran (with occasional help from me), except to say
that we have finally been approved for all of the above. Incorporation may
yield us many benefits, some of which Fran was kind enough to describe
for us in the following paragraphs. The successful incorporation of the
ICON PC User Group by the State of NY bears special significance for
me, as it represents the fruition of my first goal for the group as your vice
president. Unfortunately, it does not represent an ending, but rather a be-

ginning of many new tasks (and opportunities) to be embraced by our
group. Of course, none of this will be possible without your help. Please read the following info from
Fran:

“As you know the ICON PC USER GROUP has been going through a rather painful and drawn out proc-
ess to become incorporated as an educational entity under the not-for-profit status, also known as a 501
C 3. As of March 2005 we are now officially incorporated. This is a big step for ICON and one which will
benefit us in the long run.

“As a not-for-profit (educational organization) we can now apply for grants to subsidize needed equip-
ment, lecturers and speakers themselves if we wish to hold special events. Funding would also be avail-
able for workshops and rental of space.

Aside from the obvious! As a not-for-profit organization we gain respect in the community and can there-
fore use many of the facilities within the Long Island library system and universities for little or no fee.
The incorporation process opens many new doors for us. | hope many of you will become involved in this
new endeavor in the hopes to offer you the needed hands on training you have been asking for as well
as new demonstrations/programs from around the US.

If you are interested in volunteering please speak with Randy, Fran, or any of the board members.”
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Members Corner

Charlie Wagner, Membership Chairman

I'd like to welcome Joel & Dorothy Becker,
Anthony D’Agostino, Michael Hofer and Kathleen
Ledford as new members of the ICON family.

Once again, Kal Qubain and Neil
Rosenberg presented an outstanding lecture about
selling on eBay at our March meeting. We got to
see the nuts and bolts of setting up accounts and
learned some great tips on avoiding pitfalls in the
online auction place. Remember, if you have a sub-
ject or program that you know well, we'd be de-
lighted to have you present it at one of our meetings.
It needn’t be anything fancy or even take the entire
session. Just contact our Program Chairman Harry
Eaton at one of the meetings or email him at
harry@iconpcug.org.

ICON is now officially a 501(c)3 non-profit
corporation! We hope that this change in our status
will allow us to better serve our members in the long
run. Very special thanks to Fran Kiperman who
really took the ball and ran with it, getting us over
dozens of unexpected hurdles in the path to our in-
corporation. Thanks also to Vice President Randy
Gilbert, who put some time in helping us navigate
the bureaucratic maze.

Congratulations to all the winners of last
month’s great door prize drawings: Sherrie Bodkin,
Lou Castellano, Claude Chirignan, Anthony
D’Agostino (a winner at his first meeting!), Debbie
Dozier, Lynn Fornuff, Brian O’'Rourke and Brian
Wuestefeld. And Ira Brickman, our intrepid Web-
master (be sure to take a look at our BEAUTIFUL
new Web Page in progress — www.iconpcug.org),
was the winner of the 50/50. Good luck to everyone
in tonight’s drawings!

I encourage all members to stop by our Be-
ginners Workshop that meets the last Friday of the
month. Last month, we continued our talks about
computer fonts, a topic of which our members
seemed to have a surprising amount of interest.
Charlie Wagner gave some interesting insights into
effective ways to use fonts and how to install, man-
age and find lots of great free ones on the Internet. If
all goes according to plan, our next meeting on April
29 will feature Microsoft's presentation program,
PowerPoint. In future sessions, we plan on covering
Microsoft's Outlook, Access and FrontPage.

Remember that the biggest and best com-
puter show on the East Coast, the Trenton Com-
puter Festival, returns to its original location at the
College of New Jersey in Ewing, NJ, near Trenton
this month, April 16-17. Besides all the usual great
reasons to go, this year there will be an exhibit of

historic computer gear from the 1960s-1980s,
and the Keynote speaker will be Brian Kerninghan,
one of the fathers of the C computer language. See
the TCF preview article in this issue for more on this
great event. You can get additional information and
send away for advance discount tickets (highly rec-
ommended to avoid waiting on the long line, though
n]1Grg. ARG althbugIT (e new Vanue 1 a bt of & hau
nj.org- € new venue is a bit of a haul
from Harold’s Deli, | think a bunch of us will still find
our way to this super eatery on the trip back. Be
sure to join us!

Alas,
mands
compelled

Brian Corring-
ham to relo-
cate to Con-
necticut and so
we’ll be saying
goodbye  our
hard  working
Computer

Show Coordi-
nator, club
member and
good friend.
Kudos to Brian
for the out-

job de-
have

standing  ser-

vice he’s pro-
vided to the Club over the past year and our very
best wishes to him for a happy and prosperous life in
the Nutmeg State. We hope to continue our pres-
ence at the shows, but we now are in need of a new
Show Coordinator to fill the void that Brian's ab-
sence will leave. Please contact me if you'd like the
job. It's not hard. We’'ll show you the ropes and walk
you through the process until you're comfortable
handling it yourself. Remember that you’ll have
plenty of able-bodied volunteers to help out at every
show. And, speaking of which, many thanks to last
month’s fearless show staff;

Rich Kenny Ed Farah
Jaye Vullo Harry Eaton
Vic O’Ferrall Bill Kerr

Brian O'Rourke John Prankaitis

Charlie Wagner

MarketPro will have it's next show next
weekend, April 9-10 at Sports Plus in Lake Grove
and for you folks further west, Tristate will have their
one day show at SUNY Farmingdale Saturday,
April 30.

Charlie Wagner
cwagner@iconpcug.org




Randy’s Corner

randy@technologist.com

Firefox Fix Number One

Many of our members have installed Mozilla's slick new browser,
Firefox, on their systems as an alternative to the popular Internet
Explorer, Netscape and Opera browsers. |, too, have added it to
some of my computers, and | like what | have seen so far. It's a
clean look, has many "extensions" built in (saving download and
installation time), and suppresses most annoying popups auto-
matically. It even runs well on my Windows 98 system. Alas, like
everything in the computer world, it too must change to keep up
with technology, both good and bad. As such, the manufacturer
has now released Firefox 1.0.1, basically, the first real service
pack for Firefox. Depending on the method by which you installed
the original Firefox, the update may be easy or involved. The
steps to safely upgrade are listed below in an excellent article
from Brian Livingston's Windows Secrets Newsletter, reprinted
here with Brian's permission.

1. Firefox 1.0.1 is released to fix security holes

The Mozilla Foundation released on Feb. 24 Firefox 1.0.1, a se-
curity upgrade for its wildly successful 1.0 browser. More than 25
million people have downloaded 1.0 since its release on Nov. 9,
according to the foundation.

| immediately felt that the security improvements in Firefox 1.0.1
warranted me publishing a newsletter update. But | held off until
now because installation problems were causing severe confu-
sion. | found it extremely difficult to nail down the best upgrade
procedure.

Firefox 1.0's "check for updates" feature, for example, didn't re-
port that any Firefox updates were available for six days after
1.0.1 became available. The foundation had kept the feature
from reporting the existence of this update because of concern
that 25 million people downloading the update simultaneously
couldn't be supported by the existing infrastructure. This problem
was apparently solved by Mar. 1, and checking for updates now
reports that 1.0.1 is ready.

Rumors had also been flying that installing 1.0.1 required that
Firefox 1.0 first be uninstalled. It's now clear that uninstalling 1.0
is necessary only if you want to install a ".exe" version of 1.0.1
over an instance of Firefox 1.0 that you obtained in a ".zip" file.
Downloading 1.0.1 and installing it on top of a 1.0 .exe setup file
you downloaded (as most people did) is fine. We've tested this
and it works without deleting any bookmarks or Firefox exten-
sions.

I recommend that Firefox 1.0 users upgrade to 1.0.1 immediately.
The new version fixes a security problem with international do-
main names (IDN). The address bar can appear to show
"paypay.com," for example, by composing a domain name of
look-alike Unicode characters. Some registrars, unfortunately,
are selling Unicode domain names that look identical to ASCII
domains. Firefox 1.0.1 cures this by displaying all Unicode in
"punycode," a plain-text equivalent. The punycode for the PayPal
fake wouldn't fool anyone: "www.xn--pypal-4ve.com". This is a
better fix than the two workarounds we published in the paid ver-
sion of the Feb. 10 and 24 newsletters.

Firefox 1.0.1 also closes 16 other bugs, some of them potentially
serious security weaknesses. This update is a good one to have.

Here, therefore, are the steps | recommend for this upgrade:

1. Read the Firefox 1.0.1 release-notes page carefully to see if
any issues affect you:

http://www.mozilla.org/products/firefox/releases/

2. To be safe, back up your PC, or at least make a copy of Fire-
fox's Profiles folder, which contains your bookmarks and other
settings. The location of the Profiles folder differs in various ver-
sions of Windows. See the release-notes page for the exact loca-
tion.

3. In Firefox 1.0, click Tools, Extensions and make a note of any
extensions you've installed. After upgrading to Firefox 1.0.1, you
may need to re-enable or re-install one or more extensions.

4. Close the Extensions window. In Firefox 1.0, click Tools, Op-
tions, Advanced. In the Software Update section, make sure
"Periodically check for updates to Firefox" is ON. Click the
"Check Now" button. A window should open to announce that a
1.0.1 ".exe" file is ready to download. Download this file, which
will save itself to your Desktop and then start to install. You'll
need to close any open Firefox window when prompted to do so.

5. The download process may present you with Firefox 1.0.1 in a
language other than your preferred one (for example, en-US for
U.S. English instead of it-IT for ltalian). If so, halt the download
and go to the foundation's All Downloads page, which offers lan-
guage-specific versions (note: British English is not yet available):

http://www.mozilla.org/products/firefox/all.html

6. If you're running the ".exe" upgrade, but you originally installed
Firefox 1.0 from a ".zip" file, you'll need to halt the upgrade and
uninstall Firefox 1.0 before continuing. Running the ".exe" file to
upgrade a version of Firefox 1.0 you originally installed from a
".exe" file, however, doesn't require uninstalling anything. (Some
people recommend uninstalling *any* program before you install a
new version, but this seems unnecessary.)

7. After Firefox 1.0.1 is installed, make sure your bookmarks are
still intact and check that your extensions still work. If an exten-
sion isn't certified to work with 1.0.1, Firefox may disable it. In that
case, click Tools, Extensions and try to download a new version
of the extension. (We'll print in the Mar. 10 newsletter a

way to make any Firefox 1.0 extension run in 1.0.1, even if it has-
n't been certified to run in 1.0.1 by its developer yet.)

8. If you installed Firefox 1.0.1 over 1.0, the Add/Remove Pro-
grams applet in your Control Panel will show two uninstallers: one
for "Mozilla Firefox (1.0)" and one for "Mozilla Firefox (1.0.1)."
Running either routine at this point will uninstall Firefox 1.0.1.
This is a known bug. Don't run either uninstall routine unless you
want to uninstall Firefox 1.0.1.

That's it. In my opinion, the Mozilla Foundation should have writ-
ten better instructions and made the process much smoother for
Firefox users that they did. Hopefully, this will open the founda-
tion's eyes to the usability problems that can arise with even a
minor upgrade.

You can get tips like this by subscribing to the free Windows Se-
crets Newsletter at http://WindowsSecrets.com"
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