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Fran Kiperman  
was born in Brooklyn. 
As a Long Island native 
with a deep and abid-
ing love for the arts 
since early childhood 
she acquired her 
Bachelor's and Mas-
ter's degrees in Art 
Education, Elementary 
Education, & Special 
Education from Adelphi 
University and recently 
obtained her second 
masters in Communi-
c a t i o n s / C o m p u t e r 
Graphics from New 
York Institute of Tech-
nology/Old Westbury..  
 
After graduation, she 
taught in numerous 
facilities in western 
Nassau County; taking 
advantage of her love 
and talent in art to 
teach and enrich devel-

opmentally challenged 
students. Beyond teach-
ing, Fran pursued vari-
ous avenues in mixed 
media and textile design 
until 1992. After a five 
year hiatus, Fran re-
turned to painting as an 
expression of her love of 
the sea and of wildlife. 
From 1997-2000, she 
expanded her artistic 
scope to encompass fine 
art mediums. Fran ac-
quired a passion for 
painting in acryl gouache 
on clayboard and redis-
covered a long lost love 
from college days: print-
making. With the pass-
ing of her husband in 
October 2000, Fran re-
entered the job market 
and enrolled in several 
computer classes. She 
is now directing her tal-
ents into the realm of 

computer graphics, spe-
cializing in multimedia 
design and digital mar-
keting.  
 
Fran is currently working 
as an Educational and 
Technological Consult-
ant through Nassau BO-
CES, and a freelance 
web designer . When not 
behind a computer 
screen, Fran continues 
teaching children's art 
classes through an art 
residency program at 
Haven Art in Port Wash-
ington as well as classes 
at the Long Island Chil-
dren's Museum in Gar-
den City. She is presi-
dent of the Town of Oys-
ter Bay affiliated Subur-
ban Art League and a 
member of the ICON PC 
users ’ group board.  

P H O T O S H O P  C S :        
By Fran Kiperman 
 
Have you ever wanted to 
alter or just play around 
with some of your old pho-
tos? Maybe take out an 
old girlfriend and insert 
Pamela Lee instead, re-
duce red eye, or place 
yourself in a scene you 
could only imagine in your 
dreams. Well! Photoshop 
CS has the ultimate power 
to perform all the neces-
sary tasks. Photoshop CS 
or Creative Suite has in-
corporated the RAW 

plugin, a 200 dollar value 
if purchased alone! This 
enables Photography nuts 
like me to take RAW im-
ages straight from the 
camera and directly adjust 
white balance, tempera-
ture, tint, exposure, color 
space and noise reduc-
tion. Photo editing is no 
longer a hassle. The 
Adobe team has done it 
again, with the Creative 
Suite being the best and 
biggest improvement for 
Camera enthusiast. Adobe 
has taken many of the 
editing features and made 

them hassle free. As an 
avid Photoshop user the 
best feature by far is the 
filter which automatically 
adjusts shadow and high-
light. Images come to life 
and are no longer hidden 
in deep shadow or “blown 
out”, no need to fuss with 
levels or curves to 
sharpen your images. The 
“Photo Filter” another 
added bonus, is used to 
warm or cool image colors 
or to correct the colors of 
pictures taken with the 
wrong white balance.  
(Continued on pge 3 col 1) 
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We’d like to welcome two new members, 
Richard Kenny and Thomas Zielinsky, 
and welcome back two former members, 
Richard Nicew icz and Leonard 
Dorfman, who rejoined ICON in March.  
    
We hope that all of our members will 
speak to one of the club officers about 
your computer interests so that we can try 
to tailor our programs to better meet your 
needs. If you can spare a bit of free time 
to volunteer, ask one of us about present-
ing a topic you know well at one of our 
meetings, writing an article or product 
review for our newsletter or helping staff 
the ICON table at one of the local com-
puter shows. We rely on volunteers for our 
continued growth, success and very exis-
tence. And I promise, it’ll make you feel 
good too. Let your friends know about us 
also. We’re glad you joined the ICON PC 
User Group and made us your computer 
club.  
 
Congratulations to all the winners of our 
door prizes last month: Marty Matina, 
Howard Huber, Jaye Vullo, Fran Kiper-
man, Richard Kenny and Randy Gilbert 
(who declined his prize). Good luck to all 
of our members on this month’s drawing. If 
you have any new, unused computer soft-
ware, books, supplies or accessories that 
you’d like to donate to ICON for our door 

prize drawings, please see me or any of 
our officers. Thanks. 
 
We’d like to remind you once again of our 
new membership referral policy where, for 
each person you bring to a meeting who 
becomes a paid member of ICON, you’ll 
get one additional door prize coupon, dou-
bling your chances of winning! Bring two 
people who become paid members and 
you triple your chances and so on. We’ll 
be doing this on a trial basis beginning 
with this meeting. This offer may be re-
scinded at any time, so please bring any 
prospective members with you to the next 
meeting to take advantage of this great 
deal. 
 
I encourage all members to stop by our 
Beginners Workshop that meets the last 
Friday of the month. We're continuing our 
introductory series on Personal Comput-
ing Basics. Last month we went over the 
computer's BIOS and set-up options, 
went through the process of " f lashing"  or 
upgrading a BIOS, and finished our gen-
eral discussion of operating systems and 
software. Our next Beginners Workshop 
will be held April 30 when we'll go over 
some very helpful mouse and keyboard 
shortcuts and cover those useful little 
applets in Windows like Notepad, Word-
Pad, Paint and Calculator. If you're a 

little rusty on the basics or have a parent 
or spouse who's clueless about com-
puters, but would like to learn, this series 
is for you and them! These workshops are 
a free benefit of your ICON membership 
but seats are limited, so if you'd like to 
a t t e n d ,  e m a i l  m e  a t                                    
cwagner@iconpcug.org. 
 
We’re very happy to announce that Brian 
Corringham is ICON’s new Computer 
Show Coordinator, and a fine job he’s 
doing! Brian will be our liaison with Mar-
ketPro and Tri-State and he will be man-
aging the show help schedule. We’ll post 
those shows that ICON will have a table at 
on the ICON-Yahoo Discussion Group. If 
you’re interested in helping out at the 
ICON table, contact Brian at icon-
show@hotmail.com. Please read his 
column in this issue with upcoming shows 
and kudos for those of you who have 
helped out. And speaking of computer 
shows, don’t forget the biggest one of all 
coming up next month – the Trenton Com-
puter Festival. Read my article about TCF 
in this issue and be sure to join your ICON 
friends at this spring classic May 1 & 2! 
 
Charlie Wagner 
Membership Chairman 
 
cwagner@iconpcug.org  

On May 1st and 2nd, 2004 the 29th 
annual edition of the Trenton Com-
puter Festival (TCF) will be held at 
the New Jersey Convention Center 
in Edison, NJ. TCF is the grand-
daddy of all computer shows, hav-
ing debuted in 1976 at the Trenton 
State College campus (hence the 
“Trenton” handle which has held on 
despite it being miles from the New 
Jersey capitol). It is, according to 
their press release, the oldest, larg-
est, and best, continually running 
computer show in the United 
States. I have no reason to dispute 
those claims. The Festival is a non-
profit enterprise sponsored by five 
computer clubs from New Jersey, 
New York and Pennsylvania. All 
profits derived from admission ($15 
at the gate or $10 in advance for 
the two day show) is distributed 
amongst the member user groups. 
This is a computer show unlike any 

other you have ever been to. There 
are three principal parts to the 
show: first, a selling area with ven-
dors similar to what you'd find at 
the local Sports Plus or Farming-
dale computer shows, but perhaps 
five times larger; second, talks and 
forums covering all variety of com-
puter issues including internet 
stock trading and job searching, 
home automation with your PC, 
home networking, program lan-
guages and developing, computer 
security, Windows troubleshooting 
and much, much more -- over 50 
seminars in all; and third, an out-
door flea market of over 200 ven-
dors comprising a whole parking lot 
full of all sorts of computer related 
equipment, ephemera and bric-a-
brac as well as tools, electronic 
test equipment, books and soft-
ware, new and used, working and 
not. As with most flea markets, bar-

gaining is the order of the day and 
you can walk home with anything 
from a handful of used memory 
modules to a Sun workstation to a 
21-inch monitor to a laser printer, 
and all for a song. New this year 
will be a poster session. 
 
The show is an easy 90-minute 
drive from central Long Island, just 
over the Outer Bridge Crossing 
from Staten Island at the Raritan 
Center in Edison, New Jersey. 
Continuing a tradition begun a few 
years back, come join a bunch of 
your ICON friends as we stuff our-
selves at the world-famous Har-
old’s delicatessen, only a few 
blocks from the Convention Center. 
It’s as unique a dining experience 
as you’re likely to find and a fitting 
end to a great day of computer fun. 
You can get more information 
about the show at TCF’s web site: 
www.tcf-nj.org. If you are passion-
ate about computers, this is one 
date that you shouldn’t miss! 

The Trenton Computer Festival 2004    By Charlie Wagner 

Members Corner 
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(Continued from pge 1) 
Adjusting color has never 
been easier.  
 
Adobe has made several 
necessary improvements, 
although minor they add to 
the overall Photoshop CS 
experience. Adobe has 
added a substantial list of 
Keyboard shortcuts which 
also allows the user the 
capability to assign and 
reassign keys. A new file 
browser has been added, 
a greatly needed feature 
for those who take numer-
ous amounts of digital 
shots and have no means 
of storing them in any ra-
tional order. The new 
browser is faster, supports 
RAW images, batch proc-

essing and renaming as 
well as meta tag read/
write capabilities, and now 
has extensive search ca-
pabilities. A plus for any-
one who stores their im-
ages on their computer. 
Along with the basics 
Adobe has also improved 
the Image Ready compo-
nent, an important partner 
for anyone who creates 
web pages. I am not going 
to focus on this aspect of 
the program, but if you are 
a web designer you will 
love the enhanced fea-
tures and the additional 
support for Flash, DHTML 
and XHTML files. 
 
As with any program along 
with the enhanced fea-

tures there are always a 
few drawbacks. Adobe 
has now included an acti-
vation wizard which re-
quires you to enter the 
code before you can enjoy 
the benefits of your Crea-
tive Suite. Another draw-
back is CS can only be 
installed on two computers 
and the program cannot 
simultaneously run on 
both computers at any 
time. Oh! And if that hasn’t 
upset you, the sticker 
shock of $1,399 for the 
Creative Suite will (this 
includes, Illustrator CS, 
Photoshop CS, In Design 
CS, Adobe Acrobat Pro, 
and Go Live) if you need 
Photoshop Cs alone that 
will only set you back US 

$649.00 Full , or 
$169.00 for the up-
grade. If you are an avid 
photographer and can 
afford the extra cost I 
would highly recom-
mend Photoshop Cs just 
for the ease in color cor-
rection. Remember, 
most of the color cor-
recting can be done in 
previous versions, it just 
won’t support the RAW 
format, which might not 
make a difference since 
the average user prefers 
JPEG format since you 
can hold many more 
images on your portable 
media. 
 
http://www.kre8art.com/ 

31 Signs That Technol-
ogy Has Taken Over 
Your Life:  
 
1. Your stationery is more 
cluttered than Warren Beatty's 
address book. The letterhead 
lists a fax number, e-mail ad-
dresses for two on-line ser-
vices, and your Internet ad-
dress, which spreads across 
the breadth of the letterhead 
and continues to the back. In 
essence, you have conceded 
that the first page of any letter 
you write *is* letterhead 
 2. You have never sat 
through an entire movie with-
out having at least one device 
on your body beep or buzz.  
3. You need to fill out a form 
that must be typewritten, but 
you can't because there isn't 
one typewriter in your house -- 
only computers with laser 
printers. 
4. You think of the gadgets in 
your office as "friends," but 
you forget to send your father 
a birthday card.  
5. You disdain people who 
use low baud rates. 
6. When you go into a com-
puter store, you eavesdrop on 
a salesperson talking with 
customers -- and you butt in to 
correct him and spend the 
next twenty minutes answer-
ing the customers' questions, 
while the salesperson stands 
by silently, nodding his head.  
7. You use the phrase "digital 

compression" in a conversa-
tion without thinking how 
strange your mouth feels 
when you say it.  
8. You constantly find yourself 
in groups of people to whom 
you say the phrase "digital 
compression." Everyone un-
derstands what you mean, 
and you are not surprised or 
disappointed that you don't 
have to explain it.  
9. You know Bill Gates' e-mail 
address, but you have to look 
up your own social security 
number.  
10. You stop saying "phone 
number" and replace it with 
"voice number," since we all 
know the majority of phone 
lines in any house are plugged 
into contraptions that talk to 
other contraptions.  
11. You sign Christmas cards 
by putting :-) next to your sig-
nature.  
12. Off the top of your head, 
you can think of nineteen key-
stroke symbols that are far 
more clever than :-)  
13. You back up your data 
every day. 
14. Your wife asks you to pick 
up some minipads for her at 
the store and you return with a 
rest for your mouse.  
15. You think jokes about be-
ing unable to program a VCR 
are stupid.  
16. On vacation, you are read-
ing a computer manual and 
turning the pages faster than 
everyone else who is reading 

John Grisham novels.  
17. The thought that CD could 
refer to investment finance or 
music rarely enters your mind.  
18. You are able to argue 
persuasively that Ross Perot's 
phrase "electronic town hall" 
makes more sense than the 
term "information superhigh-
way," but you don't because, 
after all, the man still uses 
hand-drawn pie charts.  
19. You go to computer trade 
shows and map out your path 
of the exhibit hall in advance. 
However, you cannot give 
someone directions to your 
house without looking up the 
street names.  
20. You would rather get more 
dots per inch than miles per 
gallon. 
21. You become upset when a 
person calls you on the phone 
to sell you something, but you 
think it's okay for a computer 
to call and demand that you 
start pushing buttons on your 
telephone to receive more 
information about the product 
it is selling. 
22. You know without a doubt 
that disks come in five-and-a-
quarter and three-and-a-half 
inch sizes.  
23. Al Gore strikes you as an 
"intriguing" fellow.  
24. You own a set of itty-bitty 
screwdrivers and you actually 
know where they are.  
25. While contemporaries 
swap stories about their re-
cent hernia surgeries, you 

compare mouse-induced 
index-finger strain with a 
nine-year-old.  
26. You are so knowledge-
able about technology that 
you feel secure enough to 
say "I don't know" when 
someone asks you a tech-
nology question instead of 
feeling compelled to make 
something up. 
27. You rotate your screen 
savers more frequently than 
your automobile tires.  
28. You have a functioning 
home copier machine, but 
every toaster you own turns 
bread into charcoal.  
29. You have ended friend-
ships because of irreconcil-
ably different opinions about 
which is better: the track 
ball or the track pad.  
30. You understand all the 
jokes in this message. If so, 
my friend, technology has 
taken over your life. We 
suggest, for your own good, 
that you go lie under a tree 
and write a haiku. And don't 
use a laptop.  
31. You email this message 
to your friends over the net. 
You'd never get around to 
showing it to them in person 
or reading it to them on the 
phone. In fact, you have 
probably never met most of 
these people face-to-face. 
 
 

John Engal 
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MarketPro Show 
   
There was a great turn out at this 
show, in fact 75% of the Executive 
Board attended, all volunteers plus 
one.  I had the privilege of meeting a 
volunteer who was a firefighter.  A 
person who risks his life running into 
a burning building to rescue anything 
that moves.  I talked to him for an 
hour or so, not about war stories, but 
the 14 years of training he had to do 

just to stay alive.  Have you noticed 
how the media refers to these men 
and women who get hurt fighting 
fires?  Their injuries are not life 
threatening.  A volunteer’s broken 
bone, lungs filled toxic fumes, burns 
so common it is not worth mention-
ing. 
The show is a place to meet volun-
teers, people who are on a quest for 
knowledge, or looking for someone 
to share their problems with.  ICON 

club has the answers to many of 
their problems, but we must go 
where they are.  Come on down be a 
volunteer, watch the parade, we’ll 
talk and maybe have a cup of coffee.    
If by chance a passer by should 
gaze at our monitor it is a treat to 
see our host Charlie swinging into 
action expounding on virtues of the 
ICON club.  Hats off to all the volun-
teers who give of their time and effort 
to make our lives a little easier. 

Editor’s Notes  johnpbt@optonline.net 

GOOGLE SEARCH, learn what you 
can do [Part 7of 7 - Understanding 
Searches] by Eugene Olson 
 
 Last Month, we learned how to do a 
stock search with GOOGLE.  For more 
information, you can check out the book  
[025.04]  
 
"Google Hacks: 100 Industrial Strength 
Tips & Tricks" by Tara Calishain and 
Rael Dornfest.   
 Some web pages use Google as their 
search engine.  Should you understand 
the codes sent - you too can control web 
pages.   
 
Such as:  
" h t t p : / /ww w.g oog l e.com /sear ch ?
n u m = 1 0 0 & h l = e n & q = %
22three+blind+mice%22", 
 but what does it mean: 
 

You now can replace parts of the query 
because you now understand what 

each part means - and can get up to 100 
results, other languages, other searches, 
etc. 
        When you read the book, you will 
find more features: News, Newsgroups, 
Programming and much more. 
        This is the conclusion of the 
"GOOGLE SEARCH" article series. 
 
 
 
 
 
                                         Eugene Olson 
 
 
 
                                    
 
Ed i tor ’ s Note: 
Thank You Gene. 
If anyone is interested in the com-
plete series please email me:  
johnpbt@optonline.net 

http:// Hyper-Text Transfer 
Protocol 

www. World Wide Web 

Google.com Search Engine web site 

/search Sub directory named 
“search” 

?num=100 Provide a maximum of 
100 results. 

&hl=en Provide the results in 
English 

q= Here is the question/
query statement 

%22 Quote Marks, placed 
around the question/
query 

three+blind+mice  The Search Sring
(AND=default) 

 Please Use Staples No. 3461658944  for your  purchases 

 

Saturday, April 3—S.U.NY. FARMINGDALE 
 
  ROOSEVELT HALL  10AM-3:30PM       ADM $6 

www.tri-statefairs.com 

ICON PC User Group 
Brentwood Public Library 

Tom Engel, President 
tengel@iconpcug.org 
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Eliminate the appearance 
of error-reporting windows 
 
Although Windows XP is the 
most stable of any of the 
previous Windows releases, 
chances are you've experi-
enced a program crash at 
least once or twice. And if 
you have, you've seen the 
error-report ing window, 
which appears and prompts 
you to send a report to Micro-
soft, detailing what was hap-
pening on your computer 
when the error occurred. This 
data is used to improve fu-
ture releases of Microsoft 
software, but sometimes the 
error-reporting windows pro-
vide little more than an an-
noyance to you, especially if 
the crash occurred in the 
middle of an important pro-
ject. Luckily, by using the 
System Configuration Utility 
there's a way to get rid of the 
Windows XP error-reporting 
messages so you don't have 
to deal with them.  
 
Click the Start button and 
choose Run. In the Open text 
box, type msconfig, and then 
hit [Enter] to launch the Sys-
tem Configuration Utility. 
Select the Services tab, and 
then scroll down and dese-
lect the Error Reporting Ser-
vice check box. Next, click 
OK. In the System Configura-
tion dialog box, click the Re-
start button to reboot your 
system. Your PC now boots 
without loading the error-
reporting service. 
 
Reduce the amount of disk 
space allocated to the Re-
cycle Bin (Win XP) 
 
If disk space is at a premium 
on your system, there's an 
easy way to trim the excess 
from areas where it may not 
be needed in order to provide 
you with more space in which 
to store your files. By reduc-
ing the percentage of your 
hard drive's space allocated 
to the Recycle Bin, you can 
free up some hard drive 
space quickly and easily. 
 

All you need to do is right-
click on the Recycle Bin's 
icon on your desktop and 
choose properties. On the 
Global property sheet, move 
the slider to the left to de-
crease the percentage of 
hard drive space that your 
system allocates to the Re-
cycle Bin for your deleted 
files (the default is 10%). 
Keep in mind, however, that 
if you delete files that are 
larger than the amount of 
space available in the Recy-
cle Bin, they'll be deleted 
immediately from your com-
puter, instead of being tem-
porarily housed in your Re-
cycle Bin, as they normally 
would. Click OK to close the 
dialog box. 
 
Organi ze your  St ar t 
menu's All Programs list 
(Win XP) 
 
If you find that the Start 
menu's All Programs list 
becomes a shambles shortly 
after installing and removing 
programs (even if the listing 
is in alphabetical order), 
you'll be pleased to know of 
this shortcut that can help 
you keep it organized. And 
best of all, it takes very little 
time to perform. 
 
All you need to do is to ar-
range your All Programs list 
into folders. To do this, right-
click on the Start button and 
choose Explore All Users. 
Then, double-click on the 
Programs folder. All of the 
entries that make up the 
Start menu's All Programs 
list now appear in the Win-
dows Explorer format where 
you can create folders, re-
name folders, and add pro-
gram files to folders. In other 
words, you can make the All 
Programs list as organized 
as you need it to be. 
 
Give your XP system a 
new name (Win XP) 
 
Do you run a SOHO network 
and want each of your com-
puters to be named accord-
ing to a specified convention 
(for example: KG Computer 

1, KG Computer 2, and so 
on) to make it easier to iden-
tify each machine? If so, you 
can easily specify the name 
of each computer from the 
System Properties dialog 
box. 
 
Simply right-click on each 
system's My Computer icon, 
and select Properties. In the 
System Properties dialog 
box, select the Computer 
Name tab, and then in the 
Computer Description text 
box, type the name of each 
computer. Then, click Apply 
and OK to close 
the dialog box. 
 
Locating Windows XP 
drivers on the Web 
 
Finding the right drivers for 
Windows XP can be frustrat-
ing, but there are some Web 
resources out there that can 
help you. However, keep in 
mind that some drivers 
available on manufacturer 
Web sites may not have 
passed Microsoft compatibil-
ity testing and could harm 
your machine. Microsoft's 
Designed for Windows XP 
program has been created 
to address this problem. For 
the best performance, we 
recommend using hardware 
products that display the 
Designed for Microsoft Win-
dows XP logo on the exter-
nal packaging and on the 
device itself. For that rea-
son, always check Micro-
soft's driver Web site at 
www.microsoft.com/whdc/
hcl/default.mspx to make 
sure there isn't a compatible 
driver available directly from 
the source. Otherwise, 
check out the Drivers Head-
q u a r t e r s  W e b s i t e 
(www.drivershq.com), which 
provides links to hardware 
manufacturers' Web sites or 
company phone numbers. 
Another great site for drivers 
c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t 
www.windrivers.com. This 
site not only provides you 
with an awesome collection 
of drivers and many ways to 
search their driver database, 
but also includes many other 
features. You can also 
c h e c k  o u t 

www.driverguide.com, which 
provides a searchable ar-
chive of over 70,000 driver 
files, manufacturer informa-
tion, and links for you to pe-
ruse. 
 
Send your Start menu 
shortcuts to the desktop 
(Win XP) 
 
Do you find that you prefer 
using desktop shortcuts to 
access folders and programs 
rather than accessing them 
from the Start menu? If so, 
you can easily create short-
cuts to your favorite Start 
menu items right on the 
desktop using the simple 
drag-and-drop technique.  
Minimize all your open win-
dows, and then click the Start 
button and navigate to your 
favorite shortcut. Right-click 
on the item you want to turn 
into a desktop shortcut and 
drag it to the desktop. Re-
lease the mouse button, 
choose Copy Here from the 
resulting menu, and your 
shortcut appears. 
 
The Internet Information 
Server (IIS) 6.0 Resource 
Guide and Tools 
 
The version of IIS that's in-
cluded with Windows Server 
2003 is very feature-rich and 
very powerful, but it also has 
many fundamental differ-
ences from its predecessors. 
Understanding these differ-
ences, as well as the new 
features available to you, 
might not be easy. Fortu-
nately, Microsoft has re-
leased the IIS 6.0 Resource 
Guide and the IIS 6.0 Re-
source Kit Tools on its Web 
site. The Resource Guide, 
which can be found at: http://
offers.elementkjournals.com/
redir3/xGBlj.GAB! 
ht t p: / / go.m icr osof t .com /
fwlink/?LinkId=10492, 
contains 18 chapters, 9 ap-
pendixes, and a glossary. It's 
a very worthwhile download, 
and it's free. For 14 free IIS 
tools, click the IIS 6.0 Re-
source Kit Tools link on the 
right side of the page. These 
tools will run on Server 2003 
or Windows XP. 

WIN_XP (PART 2)                             Ms. Fran Kiperman 
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index.php 
h t t p : / / w w w . s l c en t r a l . c om / c / h / r /
maxtor/5000dv/ 
ht tp: / /www.superm ediastor e.com /
exhdddriv.html 
 
This solution is great if your internal hard 
drive crashes or you are hit by a virus.  
With the External Hard Drive and the 
right software you can be back up and 
running in minutes WITHOUT having to 
go through days of the agony reinstalling 
all of your applications and data.  Since 
these drives are huge in comparison to 
the drive in your computer(250 Gig to 
300Gig) you could backup many com-
puters to this single device or make 
scheduled images of your entire system 
once a month.  At some point in the fu-
ture when you start to run out of room 
you would then simply delete the oldest 
or an unwanted version.   
 
I would suggest that you connect the 
external drive only when you are doing a 
back up or a restore.  That way the EHD 
will last a very long time indeed.  I would 
strongly recommend your looking for an 
external hard drive with either a USB2 or 
a Firewire port.  Backing up your com-
puter is possible with a parallel port or a 
USB1.1 port, but it would take a LOT OF 
TIME.  You can buy a 2 port USB2 card 
for about  $13 to get a combination card 
with USB2 and Firewire ports for about 
$45.  If you have a camcorder, you can 
copy your movies of the grand kids to 
your computer. 
 
h t t p : / / www.m p3pl ayer s t o r e. com /
stuff_you_need/PcAccessories/usb2-pci-
card.htm 
h t t p : / / w w w . o r a n g e m i c r o . c o m /
fwusb20.html 
 
There is a new variant to the equation 
and that is a Network Storage  
device.  It is a hard drive with a Ethernet 
connection on it.  Some devices act as a 
firewall and / or a router as well, so you 
can keep your desk a bit less cluttered.  
The big advantage is, if you have your 
PC on a network all you have to do is to 
plug one of these drives into a unused 
port and away you go. 
http://www.tigerdirect.com/applications/
SearchTools/search.asp? 
keywords=network+storage 
 
I hope that this has given you a few 
ideas.  So long until next month. 
 
Tom Cott, Feature Writer 
 
iconpcugtom@yahoo.com 
 
 

have all of the manuals on their websites 
and are available for free downloads.   
 
Sixth, your distribution disc ( the one 
with your operating system on it, that 
should have come with your computer ).  
If you want to really stay ahead of the 
game you could keep a spare ribbon 
cable for your hard drive and floppy 
drive on hand in case one starts misbe-
having.  And before you ask yes, I've 
seen ribbon cables can go bad even if 
they were never touched since the PC 
left the factory. 
 
A can of compressed air to blow away 
all of the dust-bunnies that you have 
acquired can be a big help.  This is es-
pecially true if your computer is on the 
floor or in a room with carpets. 
 
Sometimes the problem could be in the  
power supply.  If you think your power 
supply might be bad but you are not 
sure, you could get one of these inex-
pensive ATX power supply testers:http://
www.compgeeks.com/detai l s.asp?
invtid=ATX-PT 
 
They will test ALL of the different volt-
ages that the power supply delivers.  
This tester is for an ATX computer.  You 
might have to look around to find a non-
ATX power supply tester.  The important 
thing to know is that the power supply 
generates Several Different voltages so 
a tester that can only check for one volt-
age might not help you. 
 
If you are like me and you have the cov-
ers off the computer more than you have 
them on you might want to look into a 
set of Thumbscrews.   
They are usually brightly colored and 
can make opening and closing your 
case a lot easier.  Again they can be 
found at most computer stores or com-
puter shows. http://www.directron.com/
thumbscrews.html 
 
Before I end I would like to recommend 
the most important piece of equipment 
that can make the bring your computer 
back to life with almost no effort.  And 
that would be having an image of your 
computers hard drive that you created 
BEFORE you encountered this problem.  
Good back up software will let you store 
an IMAGE of your hard drive to either 
several spanned Cd's/DVDs or the much 
simpler and preferred solution, an exter-
nal hard drive.  Typical ones are listed 
below.  They come with back-up soft-
ware and drivers so there should be 
nothing else you have to buy.  Ask the 
sales person what is included. 
 
http://www.atruereview.com/simpletech/

Hi gang.  I've been thinking about 
what computer "tools" to keep on hand 
when a mishap occurs. 
 
Before I forget, let me stress to you that 
you should pull the power plug that goes 
to the wall BEFORE you open the com-
puter case.  Even though your PC is not 
powered on there is still voltage present 
and you don't want to ruin your system. 
 
Second, a set of screwdrivers so you 
can open your computers case and re-
move daughter boards.  I can get by with 
two; one Phillips #2 and a slotted screw-
driver with a blade about 1/8" wide.  Try 
to avoid screwdrivers with a magnetized 
tips.  Magnetism is what allows your 
hard drive to store data, so introducing a 
stray magnetic field could corrupt what 
you have stored on your drive.  If you 
must use a magnetic screwdriver, keep 
it as far away from the hard drive as 
possible. 
 
Third, a boot disk for your particular op-
erating system.  An image of almost any 
image you can think of can be found at: 
 
http://www.bootdisk.com/ 
 
Make sure that you have at least one 
good of a boot disc handy for every op-
erating system you have just in case. 
 
Fourth, an anti-static wrist strap.  The 
one listed below is about six dollars and 
fairly typical of what you may find in a 
com put er  s t o r es .  h t t p : / / h t t p : / /
www.cablesnmor.com/anti-static-wrist-
strap.html 
 
Fifth, if you can find a diagnostic pro-
gram that will work with your operating 
system.  Below you can see a link for 
one that works on Windows 9X.  
http://62nds.co.nz/cgi-bin/x/e2110.html?
n3gdg 
or if you have XP you could use this 
one. 
http://www.pcdocrx.net/cgi-bin/view.cgi//
index.html I like to keep an assortment 
of replacement screws on hand in case 
one goes astray.  You can find screw 
assortments in any good computer store 
or at most computer shows if you look 
around.   
 
Before trouble strikes, you might want to 
contact your computer manufacturer if 
you don't have the manual that came 
with your computer.  The manual will 
have settings and explanations of fea-
tures as well as the "beep-code" that 
can give you a hint on where to start 
looking for the cause of your PC trou-
bles.  Some computer manufactures 
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S N O I  T A C I  L P P A A K M  
L + M + C A P D + + + U H N I   
D L + O B O E A H + D + A I  C  
R + A L N S M T P I  + + R L R  
O S E W K I  D P O E D + D R O  
W S L T E I  T K U O R K R E P  
S E O A W R E O C T R + I  P R  
S P B D R Y I  U R A E + V Y O  
A S N S B E M F M + + R E H C  
P A N O I  E H K T E L B A T E  
B C A O N T O P R I  N T E R S  
P R P T C O E W I  N D O W S S  
D + + U B I  N T E R F A C E O  
A C C E S S S S E L E R I  W R  
L A T I  G I  D B Y T E P + + R  

(Over, Down, Direction) 

ACCESS                          (1,14,E) HYPERLINK               (14,9,N) 

APPLICATIONS             (12,1,W) ICONS                     (6,13,NW) 

AUDIOKEYBOARD     (13,1,SW) INTERFACE               (6,13,E) 

BANDWIDTH                (1,11,NE) MICROPROCESSOR (14,1,S) 

BOOKMARK                (5,13,NE) MONITOR                  (3,2,SE) 

BYTE                              (8,15,E) PAPER                       (7,2,SE) 

CABLES                       (7,1,SW) PASSWORD              (1,10,N) 

COMPUTER                   (5,2,SE) PDA                            (1,12,S) 

CPU                              (2,11,SE) PERIPHERALS    (12,15,NW) 

DESKTOP                     (8,2,SW) PRINTER                    (8,11,E) 

DIGITAL                        (7,15,W) TABLET                  (14,10,W) 

DOCUMENT               (11,5,SW) WEBSITE                   (1,6,SE) 

FIREWALL                     (13,2,S) WINDOWS                 (8,12,E) 

HARDRIVE                     (13,2,5) Wireless                 (14,14,W) 

Solution of last Months Puzzle 

DISCLAIMER 
This newsletter is freeware / shareware—It may be copied, duplicated and shared with others. The information that has been placed into the newsletter 
has been obtained from many sources and cannot always be verified. Before applying any suggested changes, you should completely backup your 
system and verify the recommendation(s) with the manufacturer(s) of your system and its components. 

 

Library and Time of The Beginners Workshop and The ICON PC User Group. 
The Beginners Workshop meeting are held on the LAST Friday of month Time 7:00PM  to 8:45PM 

The ICON PC User Group meeting are held on the FIRST Friday of each month, Time 6:30PM to 8:45PM 
Brentwood Public Library is Located at the corner of 2nd Avenue and 4th Street in Brentwood, New York 

President / Webmaster Tom Engel Show Coordinator Brian Corringham 

VP / Tech Spec. Randy Gilbert Media Coordinator Fran Kiperman 

Secretary Jaye Vullo APCUG Representative Harry Eaton 

Treasurer John Houghton Membership Chairman Charlie Wagner 

Publisher / Editor John Prankaitis Program Chairman Harry Eaton 

CURRENT ADMINISTRATION 

Supplier of monitors to ICON PC User Group at Computer shows.  
Visit them at one of the local shows and tell them ICON sent you. 

April 17 and 18 
ICON PC User Group 
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I would 
like to 
t h a n k 
B r i a n 
Corr ing-
ham for 
h e l p i n g 
get our 
I C O N 
table or-
ganized. 
He did a 
good job 
g e t t i n g 
coverage 
for the 

show table and made the day easier 
for those that worked the table. 
 
I was sitting at the ICON table at the 
Nassau Coliseum Market Pro Com-
puter show on Sunday morning. 
There were not many people walking 
around but it still was early for a Sun-
day.  Across the aisle from our table 
there was a group giving massages 
and I decided to give it a try. I can’t 
believe I waited this long to try them 
out, they are at most every show and 
I have resisted it for many years. The 
young lady that worked on my back 
did such a great job, I haven’t felt 
that relaxed in many a year. She 
worked out all the stress built up in 
my muscles, what a way to start the 
day. 
I have some good news and some 
bad news.  The bad news is that that 
Committee decided NOT to place a 

“classified section” in our newsletter.  
Reason: It would conflict with the 
policies of our host, the library, by 
conducting business on the prem-
ises.  The good news is: Our very 
lovely Ms. Fran Kiperman, Media 
Coordinator suggested we make 
available a bulletin board where our 
members can place index cards an-
nouncing their messages.  Our Com-
mittee was very receptive to the idea 
with some reservations.  The mes-
sages are only of announcements of 
merchandise or services with no 
prices included.  In other words we 
would bring those who have with 
those who want with hopefully a har-
moniously union of all parties.  The 
only thing remains is IF our member-
ship would be interested.  Tap your 
keyboards and press the send button 
let me know if there is any “yea’s or 
nay’s” around. 

 
I was very grate-
ful for all the 
help I got for 
setting up and 
tearing down of 
equipment be-
fore and after 
meetings.  We 
managed to 
catch one of 
them in the act 
and if you recog-
nized him say 

“Hi”, his name is Ted McCarthy a 
very nice guy. 

OUR NEW TREASURER 
 
 The newest 
member to the 
I CO NP C UG 
Administration 
i s  J o h n 
H o u g h t o n .  
John has 
been a mem-
ber of the 
Club since its 
inception back 
in 1990.  John 

started the ICON Computer with only 
six members. Aside from being 
President, he has served as Vice 
President, Newsletter Editor and 
Demo Coordinator over the past 
fourteen years.  During the early 
days of computing John started with 
the Commodore 64 Computer Club 
with his first computer and continued 
to grow with computers over the past 
twenty years. Since that time John 
has always had a deep interest in 
personal computers and is happy to 
be back with the ICONPCUG Ad-
ministration. 
 
The library is facing financial burden 
with a cut of %5 from our Governor’s 
2004 budget.  Please pick up and fill 
out a petition to our local legislators 
located at the entrance of the library. 
 
 Thank You 
Tom Engel, President 
tengel@iconpcug.org 

President’s Message For April 2004 

 
 
This is amazing. Try 
to read the paragraph 
below, then consider 
what It actually says. 
The brain is a won-
derful thing isn't it? 
 
 
 

Aoccdrn ig  to  a 
r s c h e e a r c h  a t 
Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, 
it deosn't mttaer in 
what oredr the ltteers 
in a wrod are, the olny 
iprmoetnt tihng is taht 
the frist and lsat ltteer 
be at the rghit pclae. 
The rset can be a total 
mses and you can sitll 

raed it wouthit por-
belm. Tihs is bcuseae 
the huamn mnid deos 
not raed ervey lteter by 
istlef, but the wrod as a 
wlohe and the biran 
fguiers it out aynawy. . 
WOW 
Tom Engel  
Tom Engel 
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