Jaye Vullo, Secretary

While leaving the last Execu-
tive meeting Jaye fell and
broke her ankle, she will be
confined to her house, and is
now getting around on
crutches. We all wish Jaye a
speed recovery.
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PRESIDENT’'S
MESSAGE

For tonight's meeting we
are proud to host a pres-
entation by Brice Wash-
ington, a representative of
Hauppauge Computer
Works, located right here
on Long Island. You will
find an article elsewhere in
this newsletter containing
all the particulars.

| mention this because
with the present economy,
it is becoming extremely
difficult to get manufactur-
ers to spend the money to
send representatives any-
where to give demos. This
has made the job of run-
ning this club a lot more
difficult and nearly impos-
sible at times. For the last
two meetings we have
been doing demos pre-
sented by our own mem-
bers.

We would like more
member participation if
possible. If you use a pro-
gram regularly and are
very familiar with it we
would like to hear from
you. In some cases we will
be able to get something
called demo in a box,
meaning that the company
will supply a product and
sometimes a Powerpoint
demo to someone present-
ing their products. As you
have seen in the last cou-
ple of months they can
turn out to be very interest-
ing meetings especially
when the presenter likes
the program. The good
part about presenting the
meetings like this is that
you don't have to be totally
committed to the product,
you can explain the good
and the bad without repri-
sal. This could turn out to
be more educating to the
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membership than having a
salesperson limited to pre-
senting their wares.

Our April meeting will
be presented by Fran
Kiperman a member and
the publicity chairperson of
the executive board with
graphic arts expertise. She
has done meetings before
on Adobe Products. The
May meeting will be pre-
sented by a representative

of Smart Computing
magazine, they will be
showing some of the

things they provide our
user group with and look-
ing for ideas from the
membership as to what we
would like to see in future
issues. Later in the year
we will have a meeting on
Computer security and
maybe even hard drive
organization.

Tom Engel, President

Tonight's meeting we have
a presentation by Brice
Washington from Haup-
pauge Computer Works.
Hauppauge produces
some of the best TV tuner
and capture boards avail-
able.

Brice will be showing us a
few products from Haup-
pauge that will give you

the ability to watch as well
as record television pro-
grams on your PC for your
TV.

Hauppauge has a couple
of different models of Per-
sonal Video Recorders
(PVR’s) depending on
your needs and budget.
Models are available both
as external USB and inter-

nal PCl add-in cards.

(Continued page 7)




We'd like to wel-
come back one of our old
members, William
Sharapata, who rejoined
ICON in February.

We hope that all
of our members will
speak to one of the club
officers about your com-
puter interests so that we
can try to tailor our pro-
grams to better meet
your needs. If you can
spare a bit of free time to
volunteer, ask one of us
about presenting a topic
you know well at one of
our meetings, writing an
article or product review
for our newsletter or
helping staff the ICON
table at one of the local
computer shows. We rely
on volunteers for our
continued growth, suc-
cess and very existence.
And | promise, it'll make
you feel good too. Let
your friends know about
us also. We're glad you
joined the ICON PC User
Group and made us your
computer club!

Our Secretary,
Jave Vullo, recently
broke an ankle and |
know we all wish her a
speedy recovery. Stop by
the registration table to
sign a get-well card for
Jaye.

With  attendance
at computer shows drop-
ping off, most of our new
membership is coming by
word of mouth from our
existing members. As an
incentive to get more of
your friends to join

Members Corner

ICON, we’'re initiating a
new membership refer-
ral policy where, for
each person you bring to
a meeting who becomes
a paid member of ICON,
you’ll get one additional
door prize coupon, dou-
bling your chances of
winning! Bring two peo-
ple who become paid
members and you triple
your chances and so on.
We'll be doing this on a
trial basis beginning with
this meeting. This offer
may be rescinded at any
time, so please bring any
prospective members
with  you to the next
meeting to take advan-
tage of this great deal!

| encourage all
members to stop by our
Beginners  Workshop
that meets the last Friday
of the month. We've
been chugging along with
an introductory series on
Personal Computing
Basics beginning with a
brief history of computing
and some hardware and
software basics. We also
went over some very
helpful mouse and key-
board shortcuts and did a
once-over of those useful
little applets in Windows
like Notebook, WordPad,
Paint and Calculator. If
you'’re a little rusty on the
basics or have a parent
or spouse who’s clueless
about computers, but
would like to learn, this
series is for you and
them! These workshops
are a free benefit of your
ICON membership but
seats are limited, so if
you’'d like to attend, email
at cwagner@iconpcug.org

We're very happy
to announce that Brian

Corringham is ICON'’s
new Computer Show
Coordinator. Brian will

be our liaison with Mar-

ketPro and Tri-State and
he’ll be managing the
show help schedule.
Brian will post those
shows that ICON will
have a table at on the
ICON-Yahoo Discussion
Group. If you're inter-
ested in helping out at
the ICON table, contact
Brian at icon-
show@hotmail.com.
Thanks to

Charlie O’'Shea
Fernando Huertas
John Prankaitis
Brian Corringham
Charlie Wagner
Tom Engel
Tom Cott
Fran Kiperman
Brian O’'Rourke

for helping out at
the February MarketPro
computer show at the
Nassau Coliseum. We
met some really nice
people, answered a few
questions and added a
few folks to our mailing
list who, hopefully, will

become ICON members.
Contact Brian about how
you can spend a few
hours at one of the
shows helping out the
club and having a great
time while you're at it.
But PLEASE, make sure
you're on the schedule
before you stop by on
behalf of the Club; we're
allowed only a limited
number of people to
manage the table and we
don’t want anyone turned
away! The next computer
shows will be MarketPro
March 6 & 7
“Tomorrow” at Sports
Plus. And when you go
to any of the shows, be
sure to ask them where
the computer club table
is. We want the show
management to know
that people come into
their shows looking for
us. Thanks!

Charlie Wagner
Membership Chairman

cwagner@iconpcug.org



Editor’'s Notes

| am very grate-
ful for the sup-
port of my fellow
officers in trying
to publish an
acceptable
newsletter. I
had a tough
challenge ahead
of me when |
reviewed the past publications. Randy
Gilbert handed me the first three years of
the clubs newsletter written and published
by Gene Olson. Reading it knocked my
socks offl This is when Tom Engel was
Vice President and our library trustee
John Houghton was President, Bill Gates
was just thinking that there must be
something better than DOS.

The first edition contained only six pages
of useful information about DOS, it gradu-
ally grew to 28 pages, practically a “book”.
The newsletter had every thing, about
computers, games puzzle and self tests.
It would keep the members pretty busy at
least to the next general meeting of the
Club. YOU HAD THE BEST AND NOW

achievements of the ICON newsletter?
NO WAY! Above | described what Gene
had done with little or no help. Well,
maybe if there were many editors, with
diverse interest, in our ranks of member-
ship we could make a good show of it.
What does an Editor do? He/She
searches for articles in cyberspace that
tickle their fancy. | then take these articles
before the board and we place them in
issues most suitable in theme and sub-
ject. It might not be a good idea, but
think of the fun we have reviewing the
responses.

| would like to thank the whole Executive
Committee for their supervision guidance
and advice. You cannot imagine the ef-
fort that is expended trying to bring the
best to our club members. If you are
looking for an example of “dedication” you
will find it somewhere in Babylon in a
house with a huge dinning room table.
You have to be a very special person to
sit at that table.

The ICON newsletter at this time is pub-
lished at “STAPLES”. We are looking for

johnpbt@optonline.net

cheap. It is fortunate that the Executive
Committee has a beautiful artistic board
member Ms. Fran Kiperman who knows
someone in the printing business. Good
Luck Fran! Meanwhile ‘back at the
ranch’ we signed up with “STAPLES Busi-
ness Rewards” plan. The rewards comes
back as store credit. This will help to sup-
plement our “door prizes”. If you give this
number before your purchase
3461658944 they (Staples) will
credit the club’s account.

What do you think?

YOU GOT ME! Can | duplicate past @ Professional printer that works very
PU ZZle Ms. Fran Kiperman, Media Coordinator
frankiperman@hotmail.com
SNOI TACI LPPAAKM
ACCESS HYPERLINK
LJMJIJCAPDKMI UHNII
APPLICATIONS ICONS
DLKOBOEAHODMAI C
SHALNSMTPI GMRL R AUDIOKEYBOARD INTERFACE
OSEWKI DPOEDXDRO BANDWIDTH MICROPROCESSOR
SEOAWREOCTRWI PR BYTE PAPER
SPBDRYI|I URAEZVYDO CABLES PASSWORD
ASNSBEMFMUOREHTC COMPUTER PDA
PANOI EHKTELBATE CPU PERIPHERALS
BCAONTOPRI NTERS DESKTOP PRINTER
PRPTCOEWI NDOWSS DIGITAL TABLET
bJJUBI NTERFACEDO DOCUMENT WEBSITE
ACCESSSSELERI WR FIREWALL WINDOWS
LATI GI DBYTEPMJR HARDRIVE WIRELESS

Solution Next Month



The picture above was made from pictures taken at the ICON holiday party in December, | believe it covers all the people that
attended, If you were there and not in this picture | am sorry, | tried to get everybody. The collection was done in Adobe Photo-
shop Elements 2.0 It was started with one central picture and the rest were cloned in from other pictures.

Tom Engel

Congratulations Grandfather!

Thaves Miched Ergd

Named after his father with different middle names so
no juniors.



WIN_XP Part 1

Installing XP Professional's Remote
Desktop Connection software on an-
other Windows computer (Win XP)

If you've tried out any of Windows XP Pro-
fessional's cool new remote access fea-
tures, you know that they can be lifesavers
when you need to connect to a computer
that's different from the one you're cur-
rently sitting in front of. Remote Desktop
Connection (RDC) allows you to connect
to another XP Professional machine and
work with its files and programs just as if
you were working on the remote system.
But, what happens when you need to ac-
cess an XP Professional system from one
that isn't running the XP Professional oper-
ating system? Luckily, all you need to do is
install the RDC program on your 98, 2000,
or XP Home system using your XP Profes-
sional installation CD-ROM.

Insert your XP Professional installation
CD-ROM in the CD-ROM drive of the non-
XP Professional PC. When the Welcome
screen appears, click on the Perform Addi-
tional Tasks button. Then, click on Set Up
Remote Desktop Connection. You should
then be able to use your other system to
connect to your XP Professional computer
using RDC. Keep in mind that you can only
use RDC to connect to computers running
XP Professional.

Expand your view with the Full Screen
feature (Win XP)

If you've ever had to wade through a file-
packed My Documents or Windows Ex-
plorer window, you know how annoying it
is to have to scroll down until you've found
the item you're searching for. By taking
advantage of XP's Full Screen feature, you
can enlarge your view of these two win-
dows without having to scroll. All you need
to do is open Windows Explorer or My
Documents and press the [F11] key. When
you do, you activate the Full Screen fea-
ture, and the window's title bar, taskbar,
and system bar all disappear. To return the
screen to normal size, simply press the
[F11] key again. You'll be pleased to know
that Full Screen feature is also available in
Microsoft Internet Explorer.

Quickly connect to network shortcuts
(Win XP)

In a previous tip, we showed you how to
return your favorite icons to your desktop
in case you aren't fond of XP's new
streamlined desktop. If you've done so and
you're connected to a network, chances
are that you have shortcuts to various net-
work

resources on your desktop as well. You
can minimize desktop clutter and keep
your network shortcuts more organized if
you place them in My Network Places.
Keep in mind that you can't copy the exist-
ing network shortcuts from your desktop to
My Network Places -- you must create new
network shortcuts.

To accomplish this, connect to a network
resource, and then right-click on a folder,
file, computer, or printer icon and drag it to
the My Network Places icon on your desk-
top. When you drop the icon, Windows XP
displays a shortcut menu. Select Create

Shortcuts Here. Now, when you need to
quickly connect to network resources, you
can easily find them in My Network Places.

Increase your desktop real estate by
hiding the taskbar (Win XP)

As you know by now, Microsoft's design
improvements for the XP interface in-
cluded the removal of a lot of icons that
appeared by default on the Windows desk-
top. The thought process behind this idea
was to make the desktop more stream-
lined, free of clutter, and therefore easier
to work with. If you subscribe to these ide-
als, you might want to consider hiding the
taskbar from view as well. Doing so not
only frees up more desktop space, but also
makes it easier to see additional portions
of the screen, which can be helpful when
you're working with large images.

Right-click on an empty portion of the task-
bar and unlock it, if necessary, by selecting
the Lock The Taskbar menu item to re-
move its associated check box. Then,
right-click on the taskbar again and choose
Properties. In the Taskbar And Start Menu
Properties dialog box, select the Auto-hide
The Taskbar check box. Then, click Apply
and OK.

You'll see the taskbar quickly drop down
below the bottom edge of the screen. To
access the taskbar when the Auto-hide
The Taskbar option is selected, simply
move your pointer to the edge of the
screen where your taskbar was previously
located. When the pointer nears the edge,
the taskbar jumps back into position; when
you move your pointer away from the task-
bar, XP automatically hides it again.

Print out a copy of your hardware specs
If you're like most Windows power users,
you're constantly on the lookout for new
hardware to add to your computer. All the
hardware information is stored in Windows'
Device Manager, and it can greatly assist
you to have a hard copy of Device Man-
ager details for quick and easy access to
your peripherals. Printing this information
is a breeze.

To do so, right-click on the My Computer
icon on your desktop, choose Properties,
and then select the Hardware tab. Click
the Device Manager button, and then ex-
pand one of the hardware devices listed in
the pane. The Print button then appears in
the toolbar. Click Print, and your printed
document should list all the information
about your installed hardware devices.

Manually install the Backup utility in
Windows XP Home

Inexplicably, the Backup utility is not in-
cluded in the default installation of Win-
dows XP Home Edition, as it is in Windows
XP Professional. Therefore you'll need to
manually add it to your system from your
CD-ROM before taking advantage of its
data backup features.

Insert your XP Home installation CD-ROM
into your CD-ROM drive, and then navi-
gate to the \ValueAdd\MSFT\NTBACKUP
folder. Double-click on the Ntbackup.msi
file to start the Backup installation wizard.
Follow the on-screen prompts to install the
wizard, and once it's complete, you'll have
access to the Backup utility by clicking the
Start button and choosing All Programs |
Accessories | System Tools | Backup.

Eliminate the appearance of error-
reporting windows

Although Windows XP is the most stable of
any of the previous Windows releases,
chances are you've experienced a pro-
gram crash at least once or twice. And if
you have, you've seen the error-reporting
window, which appears and prompts you
to send a report to Microsoft, detailing
what was happening on your computer
when the error occurred. This data is used
to improve future releases of Microsoft
software, but sometimes the error-
reporting windows provide little more than
an annoyance to you, especially if the
crash occurred in the middle of an impor-
tant project. Luckily, by using the System
Configuration Utility there's way to get rid
of the Windows XP error-reporting mes-
sages so you don't have to deal with them.

Click the Start button and choose Run. In
the Open text box, type msconfig, and then
hit [Enter] to launch the System Configura-
tion Utility. Select the Services tab, and
then scroll down and deselect the Error
Reporting Service check box. Next, click
OK. In the System Configuration dialog
box, click the Restart button to reboot your
system. Your PC now boots without load-
ing the error-reporting service. (Part 2
Next Month)

Ms. Fran Kiperman, Media Coordinator

frankiperman@hotmail.com



Hi Gang

| have a question for all of you
out there. How long do you think
your data stored on CD's and
DVDs is safe? Forever? 100
years? 25 Years? 10 Years?
Next week? Well the real answer
might surprise you and has sev-
eral factors that would determine
the outcome. The most important
factor is how is the disc treated. If
you treat the disc as a Frisbee |
wouldn't count on it lasting any-
more than a week on the outside.
Also if you pick up your CD's as
you would a book, with your fin-
gers touching the recorded sur-
face is a sure sign of a short life-
span. On the other hand, if you
handle your CD's and DVDs like
the stereo enthusiasts handle 33
and 45 rpm records, ( by the
edges and the spindle hole with-
out touching the recorded surface
)and you purchased the right type
of media, your disks might last
over 100 years. And by that time
who knows what direction the
computer industry will have gone.

As | write this article, there is a
new storage media getting the
last few bugs ironed out and
could see it on the store shelves
in a little under a year. It is called
Blu-ray and will be able to hold
27GB on one side of a disc that is
the same size as a conventional
CD/DVD. Some say that the stor-
age capacity will reach up to
54GB per disc. By that time I'm
sure that we all will be using Tera-
byte size hard drives or bigger.

The next part of the longevity
equation is what is the dye made
of that holds your data?

Cyanine is the cheapest and most
widely dye. It appears bluish or
blue-green when backed by a sil-

ver foil, but it could look distinctly
green when backed by gold foil.
Estimates of the dye's useful life
range from 10 years to as high as
75 years. This makes Cyanine-
based CD-Rs acceptable for short
duration services but not for archi-
val purposes.

The next dye type is Phthalocya-
nine. It's an-almost transparent,
very light aqua color. It's usually
is backed with gold foil, so a
phthalocyanine-based CD-R usu-
ally looks gold in color. The dye is
exceptionally durable, it's some-
times called the "gold standard" of
CD-Rs.  While phthalocyanine
CD-Rs might be pricey overkill for
day to-day storage, they're great
for long-term archiving, with a re-
puted storage life of something
like 100 years.

Then there is the dye Formazan
which is a light green color. it
also is usually backed by gold fail,
producing a greenish gold CD-R.
It's actually a hybrid of cyanine
and phthalocyanine, and com-
bines the qualities of both.

Finally comes metallized AZO

Tom Cott

iconpcugtom@yahoo.com

which is a dark blue in color and
is normally used with silver foil.
This gives the CD-Rs a dark blue
appearance. Metallized AZO is
reported to have a long shelf life,
approaching that of phthalocya-
nine.

The rest of the equation depends
on you. Do you store your discs
carefully, standing upright in a
jewel box or holder ( preferred ) or
flat on your desk?

I've included several URLs for
those who feel like doing further
research. While this topic can be
a bit dry, I'm sure that this will be
of interest to some of you.

Stay warm and keep that data
safe.

Tom

http://www.cdfreaks.com/news/7751

http://www.blu-ray.com/info/

http://www.informationweek.com/story/I
WK2 03



GOOGLE SEARCH, learn what you do
[Part 6 of 7—Stock Searches] by Eugene Olson

Last Month, we learned how to do a
phone searche with GOOGLE. For
more information, you can check out
the book [025.04] "Google Hacks: 100
Industrial Strength Tips & Tricks" by
Tara Calishain and Rael Dornfest.
You can use GOOGLE to track stocks,
get information on CEQO's, Press Re-
leases, Financial Information and Lo-
cation. But, because Google itself has
no STOCK MARKET information - it

For Press Releases: add the words
[ "company announced" ] [ "company
announces" ] or [ "company reported
"]

For Financial information: add the
words [ company "quarterly report" |

[ company SEC ] [ "p/e ratio" ] or
[company financial .

Remember to hold onto these news-
letters - each month, we will add more
to what you have already read.

(http://finance.yahoo.com/) for stock in-
formation, even if the stock symbol is
wrong.

To do a stock search - you need to enter
the basic data: (company name) (stock
symbol) such as: [ stocks: "Tootsie Roll"
TR ], then add a CEO name for a more
restricted search.

For more in-depth company information,
check out (http://www.hoovers.com) -
where some of the information is free.

will transfer you to YAHOO FINANCE

(continued from page 1)

The WinTV-PVR-350 brings live TV to your PC screen. With its 125-channel cable read TV receiver, you
can watch TV in a resizable window or full screen while you work on your PC. Watch what you want,
when you want! With WinTVPVR you can pause TV when you want, create your own instant replay and
even burn your TV shows and home videos onto CD-ROM or DVD.

The WinTV-PVR-usb?2 brings live TV to your PC screen. WinTV-PVR-usb2 has a 125-channel cable
ready TV receiver, so you can watch TV in a resizable window or full screen. Or listen to FM radio with the
built-in stereo FM receiver. And with WinTV-PVR-usb2, there is no need to open your PC. Just plug it into
a USB port, so installation is a snap! You can run it on either a USB 1.1 or USB 2.0 system, though the
data rates supported with USB 2.0 are higher (up to 12 Mbits/sec compared with 6 Mbits/sec on USB 1.1)

MediaMVP brings your PC to your Television. Watch and Listen to PC Music, Video or Pictures on your
TV set. Watch MPEG videos (especially those recorded with the Hauppauge WinTVs) on your TV! Watch
PC based music, videos and pictures on your TV set. MediaMVP plays slide shows with music, too! It con-
nects to Ethernet networks with standard RJ-45 connectors! It plays MP3 music and music play lists. You
can set up a music play list for a party, and let MediaMVP be your DJ! MediaMVP plays MPEG-1 and
MPEG-2 videos and JPEG and GIF digital pictures. Includes remote control for easy navigation from your
TV set.

The ICON PC User
Group will be setting up
a help and public relations
table at the next Market
Pro computer show. That
show is next weekend on
Saturday and Sunday

We would welcome your
help in staffing our table.
You don't have to be a
computer expert or ad-
vanced user just friendly
and willing to chat with
people and tell them a little
about our club. Lots of
folks attend their first club
meeting after chatting with
our representatives at the
computer show. This is a
chance to help the public
and help the club at the
same time.

morning or afternoon shift
on either Saturday or
Sunday. If you can spend
more time there- even
better! I will reply to you to
confirm your help.

Brian Corringham

Computer Show Coordi-
nator

ICON PC User Group

iconshow@hotmail.com

If you are interested in
helping, please email me
at: iconshow@hotmail.com

Please let me know
whether you can take a

http://www.iconpcug.org

(March 6th & 7th) from
9:30 AM to 4 PM. The
Sports Plus facility is on
Rt. 347 in Lake Grove, ad-
jacent to the Smithaven
Mall.

Thanks



CURRENT ADMINISTRATION

President / Webmaster Tom Engel Technology Specialist Randy Gilbert
Vice President Randy Gilbert Media Coordinator Fran Kiperman
Secretary Jaye Vullo APCUG Representative Harry Eaton
Treasurer Tom Engel, Appointed Membership Chairman Charlie Wagner
Newsletter Editor John Prankaitis Program Chairman Harry Eaton

Library and Time of The Beginners Workshop and The ICON PC User Group.

The Beginners Workshop meeting are held on the LAST Friday of month Time 7:00PM to 8:45PM
The ICON PC User Group meeting are held on the FIRST Friday of each month, Time 6:30PM to 8:45PM
Brentwood Public Library is Located at the corner of 2nd Avenue and 4th Street in Brentwood, New York
DISCLAIMER
This newsletter is freeware / shareware—It may be copied, duplicated and shared with others. The information that has been placed into the newsletter has

been obtained from many sources and cannot always be verified. Before applying any suggested changes, you should completely backup your system and
verify the recommendation(s) with the manufacturer(s) of your system and its components.

Dear SuffolkNet Patron:

Suffolk's libraries and library system need your help! This year the Governor has proposed an additional 5% cut in state aid
to our libraries and library systems. Many of our cooperative library programs are in jeopardy.

Please contact your legislators and ask them to treat our libraries fairly. If you would like more information please click on
the link below.

http://www.suffolk.lib.ny.us/savesw/ Thank you!

Supplier of monitors to ICON PC User Group at Computer shows.
Visit them at one of the local shows and tell them ICON sent you.
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