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PRESIDENT’S 

MESSAGE 

For tonight’s meeting we 
are proud to host a pres-
entation by Brice Wash-
ington, a representative of 
Hauppauge Computer 
Works, located right here 
on Long Island. You will 
find an article elsewhere in 
this newsletter containing 
all the particulars. 

     I mention this because 
with the present economy, 
it is becoming extremely 
difficult to get manufactur-
ers to spend the money to 
send representatives any-
where to give demos. This 
has made the job of run-
ning this club a lot more 
difficult and nearly impos-
sible at times. For the last 
two meetings we have 
been doing demos pre-
sented by our own mem-
bers. 

     We would like more 
member participation if 
possible. If you use a pro-
gram regularly and are 
very familiar with it we 
would like to hear from 
you. In some cases we will 
be able to get something 
called demo in a box, 
meaning that the company 
will supply a product and 
sometimes a Powerpoint 
demo to someone present-
ing their products. As you 
have seen in the last cou-
ple of months they can 
turn out to be very interest-
ing meetings especially 
when the presenter likes 
the program. The good 
part about presenting the 
meetings like this is that 
you don’t have to be totally 
committed to the product, 
you can explain the good 
and the bad without repri-
sal. This could turn out to 
be more educating to the 

membership than having a 
salesperson limited to pre-
senting their wares. 

      Our April meeting will 
be presented by Fran 
Kiperman a member and 
the publicity chairperson of 
the executive board with 
graphic arts expertise. She 
has done meetings before 
on Adobe Products. The 
May meeting will be pre-
sented by a representative 
of Smart Computing 
magazine, they will be 
showing some of the 
things they provide our 
user group with and look-
ing for ideas from the 
membership as to what we 
would like to see in future 
issues. Later in the year 
we will have a meeting on 
Computer security and 
maybe even hard drive 
organization. 

Tom Engel,  President 
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Tonight’s meeting we have 
a presentation by Brice 
Washington from Haup-
pauge Computer Works.  
Hauppauge produces 
some of the best TV tuner 
and capture boards avail-
able. 

Brice will be showing us a 
few products from Haup-
pauge that will give you 

the ability to watch as well 
as record television pro-
grams on your PC for your 
TV. 

Hauppauge has a couple 
of different models of Per-
sonal Video Recorders 
(PVR’s) depending on 
your needs and budget.  
Models are available both 
as external USB and inter-

nal PCI add-in cards. 

(Continued page 7) 

Tom Engel 

Jaye Vullo, Secretary 

While leaving the last Execu-
tive meeting Jaye fell and 
broke her ankle, she will be 
confined to her house, and is 
now getting around on 
crutches.  We all wish Jaye a 
speed recovery. 



2 

 

We’d like to wel-
come back one of our old 
members, William 
Sharapata, who rejoined 
ICON in February.  

We hope that all 
of our members will 
speak to one of the club 
officers about your com-
puter interests so that we 
can try to tailor our pro-
grams to better meet 
your needs. If you can 
spare a bit of free time to 
volunteer, ask one of us 
about presenting a topic 
you know well at one of 
our meetings, writing an 
article or product review 
for our newsletter or 
helping staff the ICON 
table at one of the local 
computer shows. We rely 
on volunteers for our 
continued growth, suc-
cess and very existence. 
And I promise, it’ll make 
you feel good too. Let 
your friends know about 
us also. We’re glad you 
joined the ICON PC User 
Group and made us your 
computer club! 

 
Our Secretary, 

Jave Vullo, recently 
broke an ankle and I 
know we all wish her a 
speedy recovery. Stop by 
the registration table to 
sign a get-well card for 
Jaye. 

 
With attendance 

at computer shows drop-
ping off, most of our new 
membership is coming by 
word of mouth from our 
existing members. As an 
incentive to get more of 
your friends to join 

ICON, we’re initiating a 
new membership refer-
ral policy where, for 
each person you bring to 
a meeting who becomes 
a paid member of ICON, 
you’ll get one additional 
door prize coupon, dou-
bling your chances of 
winning! Bring two peo-
ple who become paid 
members and you triple 
your chances and so on. 
We’ll be doing this on a 
trial basis beginning with 
this meeting. This offer 
may be rescinded at any 
time, so please bring any 
prospective members 
with you to the next 
meeting to take advan-
tage of this great deal! 

 
I encourage all 

members to stop by our 
Beginners Workshop 
that meets the last Friday 
of the month. We’ve 
been chugging along with 
an introductory series on 
Personal Computing 
Basics beginning with a 
brief history of computing 
and some hardware and 
software basics. We also 
went over some very 
helpful mouse and key-
board shortcuts and did a 
once-over of those useful 
little applets in Windows 
like Notebook, WordPad, 
Paint and Calculator. If 
you’re a little rusty on the 
basics or have a parent 
or spouse who’s clueless 
about computers, but 
would like to learn, this 
series is for you and 
them! These workshops 
are a free benefit of your 
ICON membership but 
seats are limited, so if 
you’d like to attend, email               
at cwagner@iconpcug.org                 

We’re very happy 
to announce that Brian 
Corringham is ICON’s 
new Computer Show 
Coordinator. Brian will 
be our liaison with Mar-

ketPro and Tri-State and 
he’ll be managing the 
show help schedule. 
Brian will post those 
shows that ICON will 
have a table at on the 
ICON-Yahoo Discussion 
Group. If you’re inter-
ested in helping out at 
the ICON table, contact 
Brian at icon-
show@hotmail.com. 
Thanks to 

 for helping out at 
the February MarketPro 
computer show at the 
Nassau Coliseum. We 
met some really nice 
people, answered a few 
questions and added a 
few folks to our mailing 
list who, hopefully, will 

become ICON members. 
Contact Brian about how 
you can spend a few 
hours at one of the 
shows helping out the 
club and having a great 
time while you’re at it. 
But PLEASE, make sure 
you’re on the schedule 
before you stop by on 
behalf of the Club; we’re 
allowed only a limited 
number of people to 
manage the table and we 
don’t want anyone turned 
away! The next computer 
shows will be MarketPro 
March 6 & 7 
“ Tomorrow”  at Sports 
Plus. And when you go 
to any of the shows, be 
sure to ask them where 
the computer club table 
is. We want the show 
management to know 
that people come into 
their shows looking for 
us. Thanks! 

 

Charlie Wagner 
Membership Chairman 

cwagner@iconpcug.org  

 

Mem bers Cor ner  
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I am very grate-
ful for the sup-
port of my fellow 
officers in trying 
to publish an 
a c c e p t a b l e 
newsletter.  I 
had a tough 
challenge ahead 
of me when I 

reviewed the past publications.   Randy 
Gilbert handed me the first three years of 
the clubs newsletter written and published 
by Gene Olson.  Reading it knocked my 
socks off!  This is when Tom Engel was 
Vice President and our library trustee 
John Houghton was President, Bill Gates 
was just thinking that there must be 
something better than DOS.   

The first edition contained only six pages 
of useful information about DOS, it gradu-
ally grew to 28 pages, practically a “book”.    
The newsletter had every thing, about 
computers, games puzzle and self tests.  
It would keep the members pretty busy at 
least to the next general meeting of the 
Club.  YOU HAD THE BEST AND NOW 
YOU GOT ME!  Can I duplicate past 

achievements of the ICON newsletter?  
NO WAY!  Above I described what Gene 
had done with little or no help.  Well, 
maybe if there were many editors, with 
diverse interest, in our ranks of member-
ship we could make a good show of it.  
What does an Editor do?  He/She 
searches for articles in cyberspace that 
tickle their fancy. I then take these articles 
before the board and we place them in 
issues most suitable in theme and sub-
ject.   It might not be a good idea, but 
think of the fun we have reviewing the 
responses. 

I would like to thank the whole Executive 
Committee for their supervision guidance 
and advice.  You cannot imagine the ef-
fort that is expended trying to bring the 
best to our club members.  If you are 
looking for an example of “dedication” you 
will find it somewhere in Babylon in a 
house with a huge dinning room table.  
You have to be a very special person to 
sit at that table.  

The ICON newsletter at this time is pub-
lished at “STAPLES”.  We are looking for 
a professional printer that works very 

cheap.  It is fortunate that the Executive 
Committee has a beautiful artistic board 
member Ms. Fran Kiperman who knows 
someone in the printing business.  Good 
Luck Fran!   Meanwhile ‘back at the 
ranch’ we signed up with “STAPLES Busi-
ness Rewards” plan.  The rewards comes 
back as store credit.  This will help to sup-
plement our “door prizes”.  If you give this 
number before your purchase 
3 4 6 1 6 5 8 9 4 4  they (Staples) will 
credit the club’s account. 

What do you think? 

 

Edi t or ’s  Not es                                                                johnpbt@optonline.net 
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Puzzle 
                                     Ms. Fran Kiperman, Media Coordinator 

                                                       frankiperman@hotmail.com 

        Solution Next Month 

S N O I  T A C I  L P P A A K M  

L J  M J  C A P D K M I  U H N I   

D L K O B O E A H O D M A I  C  

R H A L N S M T P I  G M R L R  

O S E W K I  D P O E D X D R O  

W S L T E I  T K U O R K R E P  

S E O A W R E O C T R W I  P R  

S P B D R Y I  U R A E Z V Y O  

A S N S B E M F M U O R E H C  

P A N O I  E H K T E L B A T E  

B C A O N T O P R I  N T E R S  

P R P T C O E W I  N D O W S S  

D J  J  U B I  N T E R F A C E O  

A C C E S S S S E L  E R I  W R  

L A T I  G I  D B Y T E P M J  R  
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The picture above was made from pictures taken at the ICON holiday party in December, I believe it covers all the people that 
attended, If you were there and not in this picture I am sorry, I tried to get everybody. The collection was done in Adobe Photo-
shop Elements 2.0 It was started with one central picture and the rest were cloned in from other pictures.                                        
Tom Engel 

 

Congratulations Grandfather!  

 

Thomas Michael Engel 
 

Named after his father with different middle names so 
no juniors. 
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